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Toronto Woman by Karuna (Eugene Vincent) 


All Images for the Tamil Studies Conference 2010 are courtesy of Artists Karuna & Jeevan. 
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Program 


May 13 - Thursday 


6.00-8.00PM 


Reception 
Munk Centre 


May 14 - Friday 


8.30-9.30AM 


9.30-10.00AM 


10.00-12.00PM 
Session 1 


Registration 
Buttery 


Welcome 
George Ignatieff Theatre 


Panel A: Tea Women: Gender, Marginality and Agency 


George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Amali Philips 


Daniel Bass: Rumors about Reproduction and the Reproduction of Rumors 
in the Up-country of Sri Lanka 


Sasikumar Balasundaram: Operation or Oppression: Historical, 
Socioeconomic, and Political Marginalization of the Up-country Tamils and 
Its Impact on Women’s Reproductive Choice 


Mythri Jegathesan: Articulating Life Choices and Attributing Value among 
Hill Country Tamil Women in Sri Lanka 


Amali Philips: Unequal Citizens: Women’s Experiences of Gender and 
Culture in Sri Lanka’s Tea Estates 


Panel B: Constructions of Gender and Sexuality in Tamil 
Literary Worlds 


Combination Room 
Chair: Bhavani Raman 


Elizabeth Segran: Friendship and Other Marginalities: Female Bonds in the 
Classical Tamil Tradition 


Kiran Keshavamurthy: The Shifting Marginalities of Friendship and Marriage 
in Sundara Ramaswamy’s Kuzhandaikal, Penkal, Aankal (Children, 
Women, Men) 


Preetha Mani: Conjugal self, conjugal citizen: representations of Indian 
citizenship in Tamil and Hindi short story writing, 1950-1970 


TSC 2009 - 3 


12.00-1.00PM 


1.00-3.00PM 
Session 2 


Panel C: The Ritual Production of Place 


Seeley Hall 
Chair: Katherine Young 


Vijaya Kumaar Babu: Utilization of Human Resources Tamil Inscriptions of 
Andhra Desa-A Select Study 


Samuel Holt: Framing a Pilgrimage: An Exercise in Visual Representation 


Anna Seastrand: Which Is It?: Telugu Paintings and Tamil Temples: A 
Preliminary Look 


Katherine Young: Constant Movement, across Time and Space: 
Establishing and Destabilizing notions of Culture and Identity 


Lunch 


Munk Centre Garden 


Panel A: The Dangers of Representation: Critical 
Engagements with Mark Whitaker’s Learning Politics from 
Sivaram 


George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Francis Cody 


Sidharthan Maunaguru: Tracing the Fragments: A Study on Learning 
Politics from Sivaram 


Suppiramaniam Nanthikesan: Learning from Sivaram — Politics of Counter- 
Terrorism 


Francis Cody: Learning Anthropology from Mark Whitaker 


Mark Whitaker: Response 


Panel B: The Productivity of Margins: Timescapes and 
Sexuality in the Making of Community 


Combination Room 
Chair: Laura Brown 


Kala Shreen: Socio-Cultural Dynamics of Tamil Rituals: Nagarathar Rites of 
Passage 


Elaine Craddock: Negotiating Marginality: Transgender Communities in 
Tamilnadu 


Yalini Jothilingam: Power, Perception and Periphery: Exploring gender and 
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3.00-3.30PM 


3.30-5.30PM 
Session 3 


heteronormativity through Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy 


Laura Brown: “But my Husband Buys without Telling Me”: Shifting Debts 
and Responsibilities in South Indian Grocery Shops 


Panel C: Writing, Performance, and New Circuits of 
Knowledge: Representations of Dance 

Seeley Hall 

Chair: Davesh Soneji 


Davesh Soneji: Siva’s Courtesans: Religion, Rhetoric, and Self- 
Representation in Early Twentieth-Century Writing by Devadasis 


Joep Bor & Tiziana Leucci: The European Tour of Five Tamil Devadasis, 
Their Nattuvanar and Two Other Musicians, 1838-1839 


Ahalya Satkunaratnam: The Strategies of Staging War: Performing Bharata 
Natyam in Colombo Sri Lanka 


Refreshments 
Buttery 


Panel A: Thinking about “Mobilization”: Narratives and 
Naming in the Production of a Tamil Dalit Politics 


George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Rupa Viswanath 


Gajendran Ayyathurai: Reconstruction of the Past and Dilemmas of the 
Present: Caste, Electoral Politics, and the Marginalized. 


Michael Collins: Revisiting Antiquity: The Politics of the Past in Modern Dalit 
Political Discourse 


Rupa Viswanath: The political work of “labour”: Dalit difference and Dalit 
labourers in 1920s Madras 


Narendra Subramanian: Discussant 


Panel B: Mass Mediations and the New Tamil Public Sphere 


Combination Room 
Chair: Kajri Jain 


Pushpa Arabindoo: /dhuvaa Chennai? Reading a city’s public in a 
newspaper's publicity campaign 


Shaseevan Ganeshanatha: Constructing Tamil Worlds in Cyberspace 
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5.30-6.00PM 


6.00- 7.45PM 


7.45PM 


5. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole and Mariyahl M. Hoole: The Internet and Mobility 
in the Reconstruction of the Past: A Study through a Reassessment of 
Arumuka Navalar and Caste Claims 


Stephen Inglis: A Date with a Dream 


Panel C: Health Care and Help Seeking in the Tamil 
Diaspora in Toronto 


Seeley Hall 
Chair: Morton Beiser 


Morton Beiser: Health Care and Help Seeking in the Tamil Diaspora in 
Toronto 


Laura Simich: Social Support in Social Context: Considerations for Building 
Resiliency and Social Equity. 


Nalini Pandalangat: Help-Seeking in the Sri Lankan Tamil Community in 
Toronto 

Joseph A. Chandrakanthan: Discussion 

Refreshments 


Buttery 


Plenary Lecture 
George Ignatieff Theatre 


Prof. Raj Gauthaman 


Dinner 
Munk Centre 


May 15 - Saturday 


9.00-10.00AM 


10.00-12.00PM 
Session 1 


Registration 
Buttery 


Panel A: The Nation Imagined in Transnational Space 


George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Aparna Sundar 


Angela Britto: Naan Poitu Varen: Representations of Nation by Tamil 
Diasporic Writers 


Kitana Ananda: Mobilizing Diaspora: Tamil Activisms at War's End 
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12.00-1.00PM 


1.00-3.00PM 
Session 2 


Panel B: Engaging Kartigesu Sivathamby’s Work 


Combination Room 
Chair: Srilata Raman 


Bernard Bate: Speaking Swadeshi, Madras 1907 


Chelva Kanaganayakam: Histories of Literature and Literary Histories in 
Tamil 


P. Ragupathy: Being a Tamil and Sri Lankan:2005 and 2010. 


Bhavani Raman: Conceptualizing Tamil Studies 


Panel C: Incommensurability and the Production of 
Difference 


Seeley Hall 
Chair: Daniel Bass 


Vasuki Shanmuganathan : Authentic, New and Rare Ceylonese at the Zoo: 
Creating Racialized Images for German Colonial Pursuits, 1870-1910. 


Ravi Vaitheespara: Thiruvarangam Pillai and the ‘Ceylon Connection’ in 
20th Century Tamil-Saivite Revival in Tamil Nadu 


Christina Davis: The Sinhala “Voice:” Ethnic Conflict and the Configuration 
of Difference in Sri Lanka 


Ravindran Sriramachandran: Dominant Community, Incommensurability 
and the Tamil Plantation Laborer 


Lunch 


Munk Centre Garden 


Panel A: Citizenship, Transnationalism, and the Diaspora 


George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Sonia Das 


Sangeetha Navaratnam: Confessions of a Sri Lankan Customs and 
Immigration officer: Reflections on Race and Space at a major Canadian 
airport.” 


Sonia Das: Mapping a Heritage Language Industry: A Genealogy of 
Transnational Circulations within French-Tamil Societies 


Jeyanithe A. Karunanithy: Circulation of Trauma narratives and the 
(re)construction of an “asylum world”: The paradox of transnational living for 
Tamil asylum-seekers in Canada 
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3.00-3.30PM 


3.30-5.30PM 
Session 3 


Panel B: Tamil Diaspora: Shifting Cultural Contours (In 
Tamil) 


Combination Room 
Chair: Dr. Zulfika ismail 


K.Navam: Tamil Literary journals in the diaspora and their role in cultural 
transformation 


Kausalya Subramanian: Preservation of Tamil musical and dance heritage 
in the Diaspora 


N.Subramanian: New horizons in Tamil Diasporic literature 


Agiilan Thadchanamoorthy: The Changes Diaspora has made in Sri Lankan 
Tamils’ Life in India 


R. Sivachandran: Paradigm Shift to Population and Changing Patterns of 
Sociocultural Norms in Northern Sri Lanka 


Panel C: Migration, Indigenous Communities, and Art 
Practices: A Dialogue on Linguistic Nationalism 


Seeley Hall 
Chair: Shiva Prakash 


Shiva Prakash: Karagattam: A Contrastive Study of Tamil Nadu and 
Karnataka 


S. Karmegam: Being Nomad, Becoming ‘Native’: Performance, Identity, and 
Everyday life of Shadow Puppet Performers of Tamilnadu 


Krishnamurthy Hanur: Karaga, Tigulas, Cultural Life: Transformation of a 
Performance Tradition in a ‘New’ Socio-cultural Context 


A.Dhananjeyan: Performing in the Peripheral Stage: An Enquiry into the 
Nature and the Role Ethnic Bilingual Nomadic Performers in Tamilnadu 


Refreshments 
Buttery 


Panel A: Roundtable on Pictures and Protests: Discussing 
the Tamil Diaspora Demonstrations — South Asian Visual 
Arts Centre (SAVAC) 


Seeley Hall 
Chair: Haema Sivanesan 


Gitanjali Lena 
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5.30-6.00PM 


6.00-7.30PM 


Nahed Mansour 
Haema Sivanesan 


Koko Kurunathan 


Panel B: Constituting Constitution for Sri Lanka 
George Ignatieff Theatre 
Chair: Sharryn Aiken 


Vasuki Nesiah: Back to the Future: Federalism and the Promised Land 
Rohan Edrisinha: Post-Election Prospects for a Political Solution in Sri Lanka 


A.R.M. Imtiyaz: Muslim Political Elites in Post-war Sri Lanka: Marginality and 
Plurality 


Devanesan Nesiah: Articulating the Concerns of the Ethnic Minortties in 
Relation to Constitutional reform 


Refreshments 
Buttery 


Plenary Lecture 
George Ignatieff Theatre 


Prof. Sanjay Subrahmanyam 
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நிகழ்ச்சி நிரல்‌ 


வியாழக்கிழமை மே 13 2009 


இரவு 7.00 முதல்‌ பேராளர்‌ வருகை 
9.00 வரை Munk Centre 


வேள்ளிக்கிழமை மே 14 2009 


காலை 08.30 பதிவு செய்தல்‌ 
முதல்‌ 9.30 வரை Buttery 


காலை 9.30 வரவேற்பு 

முதல்‌ 10.00 George Ignatieff Theatre 

வரை 

காலை 10.00 அழர்வு 1: 

முதல்‌ பகல்‌ 12.00 George Ignatieff Theatre 

வரை தேயிலைப்‌ பெண்கள்‌:பாலினம்‌.ஒடுக்குமுறை.போராட்டம்‌ 
அரங்கம்‌ | அமர்வு 2: 


Combination Room 
தமிழ்‌ இலக்கிய உலகங்களில்‌ பாலினமும்‌ பால்‌ நிலையும்‌ 
கட்டமைக்கப்படும்‌ முறைமை 


அழர்வு 3: 

Seeley Hall 

FLAGSOHILIS இடம்‌/வெளி என்பனவற்றின்‌ உருவாக்கம்‌ 
பகல்‌ 12.00 


முதல்‌ 1.00 வரை ப கத பணத்‌ 


Munk Centre Garden 
பகல்‌ 1.00 முதல்‌ அழர்வு 1: 


மாலை 3.00 George Ignatieff Theatre 
வரை மார்க்‌ விற்றேக்கரின்‌ ”சிவராமிடம்‌ இருந்து அரசியல்‌ கற்றுக்‌ கொள்ளல்‌” 
ரா & என்னும்‌ நூல்‌ பற்றிய திறனாய்வு அரங்கம்‌ 
AWG oy 2 
Combination Room 
சமூக உருவாக்கத்தில்‌ பாலினத்தின்‌ பங்கு 
அழர்வு 3: 
Seeley Hall 
புதிய அறிவுச்‌ சுற்றோட்டங்கள்‌: நடனமும்‌ எழுத்தும்‌ 
பிற்பகல்‌ 3.00 Sees 
சிற்றுண்டி 
முதல 3.30 வரை Buttery 
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பிற்பகல்‌ 3.30 
முதல்‌ மாலை 
530 வரை 


அரங்கம்‌ 3 


மாலை 5.30 
முதல்‌ 6.00 வரை 


மாலை 6.00 
முதல்‌ 7.30 வரை 


இரவு 7.30 


இரவு 9:00 


சனிக்கிழமை 


காலை 9.00 
முதல்‌ 10.00 
வரை 


காலை 10.00 
முதல்‌ பகல்‌ 
12.00 வரை 


அரங்கம்‌ 1 


பகல்‌ 12.00 
முதல்‌ 1.00 வரை 


பகல்‌ 1.00 முதல்‌ 
மாலை 3.00 
வரை 


அமர்வு 1: 
George Ignatieff Theatre 
தமிழ்‌ தலித்திய அரசியல்‌ 


அமர்வு 2: 
Combination Room 
தமிழின்‌ புதிய பொது வெளிகள்‌ 


அமர்வு 3: 
Seeley Hall 
புலம்பெயர்‌ தமிழர்‌ வாழ்வும்‌ நலம்பேணலும்‌ 


சிற்றுண்டி 

Buttery 

விரிவுரை 

George Ignatieff Theatre 

பேராசிரியர்‌ ராஜ்‌ கெளதமன்‌: சங்ககாலமும்‌ பாணர்‌ மரபும்‌ 


இரவு உணவு 
Munk Centre 


திரைப்படம்‌ 1999 


மே 15 2009 


பதிவு 
Buttery 


அமர்வு 1: 

George Ignatieff Theatre 

இயக்கம்‌, பெயர்வு எழுத்து என்பவற்றுக்கு ஊடாகத்‌ தேசம்‌.'.தேசியத்தைக்‌ 
கற்பனை செய்தல்‌ 


AWS oy 2: 
Combination Room 
கா.சிவத்தம்பியின்‌ அறிவுப்பணி பற்றிய அரங்கு. 


அழர்வு 3: 
Seeley Hall 
வேற்றுமைகள்‌ உருவாகும்‌ நேரம்‌ 


மதிய உணவு 

Munk Centre Gardens 

அமர்வு 1: 

George Ignatieff Theatre 

HI கடந்த தேசியம்‌, குடியுரிமை, அலைந்துழல்வு 
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அரங்கம்‌ 2 


மாலை 3.00 
முதல்‌ 3.30 வரை 


மாலை 3.30 
முதல்‌ 5.30 வரை 


அரங்கம்‌ 3 


மாலை 5.30 
முதல்‌ 6.00 வரை 


6.00 முதல்‌ 7.30 
வரை 


அமர்வு 2: 
Combination Room 
ஈழத்தமிழர்களின்‌ புலம்பெயர்வுச்‌ சூழலும்‌ பண்பாட்டு அசைவியக்கங்களும்‌ 


அமர்வு 3: 

Seeley Hall 

மொழிவழித்‌ தேசியம்‌, நுண்கலைகள்‌ மற்றும்‌ புலம்‌ பெயர்வு 
சிற்றுண்டி 

Buttery 


HWS oy 1: 
Seeley Hall 
மே 2009: புலம்பெயர்மக்களின்‌ போராட்டங்கள்‌-கலைப்‌ பதிவுகள்‌ 


அமர்வு 2: 

George Ignatieff Theatre 

இலங்கைக்கு ஒரு புதிய அரசியல்‌ யாப்பு 

சிற்றுண்டி 

Buttery 

விரிவுரை 

George Ignatieff Theatre 

பேராசிரியர்‌ சஞ்சே சுப்பிரமணியம்‌, கலிபோர்ணியா பல்கலைக்‌ கழகம்‌ 
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Abstracts 


May 14 - Friday 
Session 1 - Panel A: Tea Women: Gender, Marginality and Agency 


Operation or Oppression: Historical, Socioeconomic, and Political Marginalization of the 
Up-country Tamils and Its Impact on Women’s Reproductive Choice 


By Sasikumar Balasundaram 


This paper analyses sterilization narratives of the female Up-country Tamil plantation workers in 
Sri Lanka. This paper specifically discusses how socioecomic and political factors influence the 
reproductive choices of the Up-country Tamil women in the estate sector. 


The Tamil population in general -- and the Up-country Tamils in particular -- in Sri Lanka has 
always been a political target for systematic violence and discrimination by the Sinhalese 
nationalist state. The History of the Up-country Tamils is a history of marginalization. Women in 
the plantations are doubly marginalized due to their multiple social identities in Sri Lanka. 
Maternal and Child Health (MCH) has been challenging for the Up-country Tamil plantation 
workers due to their exclusion from the national health care system of the country. Family 
planning has been vigorously implemented in the estate sector since the mid 1970s. Based on 
my long-term ethnographic research, | explore why women in the estate sector have the highest 
rate of participation in the family planning program as compared to women in the rest of the 
country. The highest rate of sterilization in South Asia has been recorded among the Up-country 
Tamil community. This is a cross-cultural analysis of how women’s wombs have been the target 
for political suppression and elimination of cultures. | address how the agency of the Up-country 
Tamil women, with regard to reproductive choice, is restrained by structural factors. 


Rumors about Reproduction and the Reproduction of Rumors in the Up-country of Sri 
Lanka 


By Daniel Bass 


Numerous Up-country Tamil politicians, activists and NGO workers in Sri Lanka often let me 
know about pernicious birth control programs allegedly initiated by the government, tea estate 
management and the quasi-governmental Plantation Human Development Trust. These rumors 
allege that despite some recent progress, over-zealous family planning officials remain 
fundamentally anti-Tamil and are actively pursuing coercive birth control policies to limit the size 
of the Up-country Tamil population and thus decrease its power and rightful place in Sri Lankan 
society. The major problem about these repeated rumors was that | only heard them from men. 
Male Up-country Tamil leaders employ these rumors as ways to mask their own lack of agency, 
at the same time as they rhetorically deprive Up-country Tamil women of any power or choice. 
A continued male bias against birth control persists in the up-country, since it increases 
women’s agency regarding reproduction. Up-country Tamil women generally want some birth 
control, although not always the methods and timings desired by government representatives. 
While many Up-country Tamils sincerely believed these claims, they also served to Up-country 
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Tamil elites’ political advantage, to show that Up-country Tamils were still under threat from the 
government and other institutions. Such paranoid threats and conspiracy theories are not 
invoked as part of a reasoned argument about the future of Up-country Tamils, but are cynically 
employed to show that change is extremely difficult and near impossible. Although framed as 
invitations to action to empower people, these rumors of “genocide” actually add up to a 
rationale for the continued misery of the up-country, since Up-country Tamils’ continued political 
and medical problems are mostly the result of official neglect and persistent poverty rather than 
active antagonism. 


Articulating Life Choices and Attributing Value among Hill Country Tamil Women in 
Sri Lanka 


By Mythri Jegathesan 


Hill Country Tamils are often forgotten in Sri Lanka’s discourse on minority rights and have 
historically lived beyond the margins of national and international concern. Self-described as 
araciyal anaathaikal (“political orphans”), this community lacks consistent forms of 
representation that can adequately address their marginalized pasts and presents. Furthermore, 
the ongoing economic crisis and current post-conflict disregard of past traumas has left this 
minority population with few viable opportunities for sustained socioeconomic mobility and 
truncated forms of integration into Sri Lanka’s larger national communities. Given the current 
state of political exclusion, Hill Country Tamils are uncertain as to the best ways to secure a 
better life and must make decisions, which are oriented to fixed pasts and open futures. 


Within this community, Tamil women on tea estates experience higher degrees of marginality 
due to historically rooted forms of patriarchy and given roles and responsibilities in their 
residential and labor settings. This paper will explore the pragmatic choices and present modes 
of security afforded to female Hill Country Tamil tea estate workers and residents. How do Tamil 
women on the plantations articulate life choices in relation to past and present states of 
marginality and inequality? How are necessary desires of socioeconomic security and gendered 
obligations of family and work circulated and perceived by women and the communities to which 
they are members? Based on ethnographic research carried out among Hill Country Tamil 
communities living on tea estates, this paper will focus on two categories of women—retired 
workers residing with children and unwed workers on the estate or in urban settings. The paper 
will address the ways in which these women and various communities (kin, residential, labor, 
civil, and nation) attribute value to their lives and perceive their pasts and presents in relation to 
gender inequalities, political exclusion, and marginality. 


Unequal Citizens: Women’s Experiences of Gender and Culture in Sri Lanka’s Tea 
Estates 


By Amali Philips 


The ethnic, economic, and political marginalization of Sri Lanka’s estate Tamils who are the 
descendants of 19" and 20" century labour migrants from the mainly Tamil districts of south 
India have been the subject of scholarly writings and commentaries. The political rhetoric 
accompanying the denial of citizenship to the estate Tamils after Sri Lanka gained 
independence from British rule in 1948 ignored the contributions of the estate Tamils to the 
plantation economy, which, until recently, was the most dominant sector in the production of 
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national income in the country. The long simmering citizenship issue was finally resolved with 
the Grant of Citizenship to Persons of Indian Origin Act, No. 35 of 2003 which bestowed 
citizenship on the Tamils who had not been absorbed by earlier agreements between Sri Lanka 
and India beginning in the 1960s. 


My purpose in this paper is to examine the implications of legal citizenship for estate Tamil 
women who constitute over 50% of the estate labour force and to highlight the gap between the 
concept of legal citizenship and the practice of citizenship in light of the gender experiences of 
estate Tamil women who are doubly marginalized because of their ethnicity and gender. While 
estate Tamil women make substantial economic contributions to plantation production and 
family well-being, cultural ideologies of gender hinder their participation as ‘full citizens’ — 
defined as involving rights, responsibilities, entitlements and agency. Using current perspectives 
on gender and citizenship, the almost universal incongruities between individual rights and 
cultural rights in other South-Asian settings, and Sri Lanka’s constitutional and legal provisions 
relating to gender equality as a backdrop, | will argue that without the empowerment and agency 
of marginalized citizens such as women in the plantations, legal citizenship will remain a 
concept and not a reality for women in the plantations. 


Session 1 - Panel B: Constructions of Gender and Sexuality in Tamil 
Literary Worlds 


Friendship and Other Marginalities: Female Bonds in the Classical Tamil Tradition 
By Elizabeth Segran 


In the Sangam corpus, poems written in the akam genre are replete with articulations of sexual 
desire and intimacy. It is therefore understandable that the akam anthologies are largely 
conceived as an exploration of romantic love. This view is substantiated by the To/kappiyam, 
which asserts that the purpose of the akam poems is to describe and delineate the phases of 
love within the realm of human experience. 


While the poems focus on the issue of heterosexual union, the discourse about marriage and 
sexuality does not take place between lovers but between close friends of the same gender. 
While the akam genre is premised on romantic love, friendships are arguably the more salient 
relationships in the poems. These friendships are diverse, spanning the social spectrum. 
Women share their heartbreak with their girlfriends, mothers gather to mourn the loss of 
daughters that have eloped, courtesans and wives commiserate about the man they both love. 
These bonds between women have been marginalized in the existing analysis of the classical 
Tamil poems, from the To/kappiyam onwards; friendship has served as a mere backdrop to the 
ostensibly more important relationship of marriage. 


My paper explores these homosocial relationships that serve as the context for discourse about 
the erotic in this poetic tradition. Other gender scholars, such as Eve Sedgwick and Sharon 
Marcus, have examined the issue of homosociality in different historical and cultural milieus. 
Using their theories as a point of departure for my own, | attempt to deploy a framework that 
transcends the simple dichotomy between homosexuality and heterosexuality. Instead, | 
consider the intimacy found in the liminal, interstitial spaces of friendship that sublimate and 
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divert women’s sexual desire. | am interested in how these bonds empower women, but also 
how women themselves undermine these bonds in order to reify the heterosexual matrix. 


The Shifting Marginalities of Friendship and Marriage in Sundara Ramaswamy’s 
Kuzhandaikal, Penkal, Aankal (Children, Women, Men) 


By Kiran Keshavamurthy 


In Sundara Ramaswamy’s novel Kuzhandaikal, Penkal, Aankal (1998) (Children, Women, Men) 
conjugality and family on one hand, and friendship on the other are, relative to each other, both 
marginal and socially significant forms of sociality. While nonsexual or unromantic friendships 
between unrelated men and women are insignificant in the novel, same sex friendship is 
represented as an interstitial relationship that is both of social importance and socially marginal. 
It is an anomalous relationship: it exists outside the more thoroughly codified social networks 
formed by patriarchal kinship and sexual ties: it is interstitial in the social structure and therefore 
more free floating, more in need of labeling and social and ideological definition. Male and 
female friendships in the novel are a world apart (from each other) and yet are not private; they 
subsist in the case of some of the female characters in domestic intimacy and serve as 
emotional recompense to the wife in an estranged patriarchal marriage much to the jealous 
insecurity of the emotionally distant husband. Male friendships are often based on professional 
or intellectual conversations, but also provide a privatized (homo)social space where men 
although initially ashamed or reluctant and proud later become more emotionally expressive 
about their estranged marriages or familial problems than they normally are with their wives or 
children with whom they hardly ever share any intellectual or conversational or emotional 
intimacy. 

Friendship in this novel often represents the larger bonds of sociality namely fraternity and 
conjugality. It often borrows its conceptualization from kinship to gain definition and identification 
and to socially and emotionally situate it as an image of sociality, human solidarity. These 
representations seem to exhibit a paradox: although the novel’s textual strategies make kinship 
and more implicitly conjugality into privileged loci of signification for representing friendship, they 
also make friendship into a paradigm of sociality. 


Conversely some of the few conjugal or romantic and familial relationships in the novel draw on 
a certain rhetoric of friendship; of an equal companionship precisely to avoid the patriarchal, 
ritual codifications of kinship and conjugal ties and to offer emotional recompense in this case 
for the sublimation of (male) sexual desire towards anti-colonial nationalist ends. 


Conjugal self, conjugal citizen: representations of Indian citizenship in Tamil and Hindi 
short story writing, 1950-1970 


By Preetha Mani 


In the wake of Indian Independence, the short story emerged as the most popular and active 
genre in both Tamil and Hindi literature, through which emergent themes of selfhood and 
citizenship were expressed in the literary sphere in the context of the recently formed nation- 
state. This paper looks closely at the short story writing of two prominent women authors of this 
time, Tamil writer R. Chudamani and Hindi writer Mannu Bhandari, to examine constructions of 
Indian selfhood in these two distinct literary languages and cultures. I argue that underlying 
conceptualizations of citizenship in both writers’ short stories is an anxiety over the institution of 
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marriage. Not only 15 marriage being redefined in both the Tamil and the Hindi literary spheres 
in this moment, but also it is through this institution that competing notions of citizenship are 
mediated. Expressions of individual choice and desire shape conjugality in their writing, 
producing the utterly modern understandings of gender and nation fundamental to post- 
Independence subjectivity. Significantly, although in both authors’ work conjugality is the pivot 
upon which selfhood turns, the ways in which these selfhoods are constructed manifest 
differently in Chudamani’s and Bhandari’s stories. For Chudamani, the subjectivities defined 
through conjugality are expressed in the language of the body—e.g., physical descriptions, 
bodily sensations, and sexual desires. For Bhandari, conversely, these subjectivities take form 
through the language of intellect and emotion—e.g., rationalizations, emotional turmoil, and 
alienation. This difference, I argue, reveals heterogeneous perceptions of Indian subjectivity 
between the Tamil and Hindi linguistic and cultural contexts. But, their shared expression 
through conjugality provides the platform for a cohesive articulation of Indian citizenship,one 
aligning neatly with the centralizing aspirations of the new Indian state. 


Session 1 - Panel C: The Ritual Production of Place 


Constant Movement, across Time and Space: Establishing and Destabilizing notions of 
Culture and Identity Circulation of people, ideas, and goods 


By Katherine Young 
The Peripatetic in Tamilnadu: Cankam, Bhakti, and Sectarian Perspectives 


This paper examines continuities and discontinuities of the cankam genre of arrupatai (a bard 
informing another bard how to find a generous patron and in the process describing the five 
characteristic regions of Tamilnadu), the epic concept of bhupradakshina, the Vaisnava bhakti 
genre of wandering to the places where the supreme God Visnu exists, and the development of 
the concept of 108 beloved places in Srivaisnavism. In the process, it shows how Tamil concepts 
of territory are praised to maintain continuity for Tamil identity but indirectly expanded to reach 
the Himalayas and even the cosmos, thereby paving the way for emerging pan-Indian and Hindu 
concepts of space. Through this case study, the paper argues that poetic rhetoric and intellectual 
commentary contribute to circulation of people, concepts of space, and integration of north 
Indian spatial and sectarian identities. More generally, it argues that Tamil religion supports the 
idea that Hinduism is not only a peripatetic religion but also an acephalic one that operates much 
like the modern academic convention where scholars and community people gather, exchange 
ideas, and carry the results back to their home environments. 


Utilization of Human Resources Tamil Inscriptions of Andhra Desa-A Select Study 
By Vijaya Kumaar Babu 


Providing of employment has been herculeous task to rulers since ages. And modern socialist 
philosophy demands that rulers and government have a duty to provide employment to all. But 
the same proved to be a failure, to a larger extent. Coming to Indian context, Temples, the 
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Citadels of Worship, in the name of Religious Services, have come forward to provide 
employment. And payments have been from the temple funds. Subject under reference is taken 
from a record, dated to 12" century AD, engraved on the temple walls in the Tamil language 
and script. 


Bapatla Inscription (Guntur District, AP, India), under reference, found engraved on the walls of 

the Temple dedicated to Lord Bhavanarayana, dated 1028 SE corresponding to 1106 AD, is 
issued during 37" Regnal of Kulottunga Chola-I. Running into 32 lines, it is composed in 
contemporary Tamil script and language. Line 01 to 05 and half portion of the 06" line are in the 
Grantham characters in Sanskrit language. However lines from 14-20 are lost. It records the 
donation of 30 Raja Raja Madalu (coinage in currency of the times), for maintenance of 5-Vedic 
scholars, paid recitation of Vedas; and the donation is handed over to Temple Treasury. 
Inscription also records some of the official positions in Temple service, those include Priests, 
Gardens Maintenance Staff, Flowers Pluckers, Garland Makers, Water Pitchers, Premises 
Cleaners, such as—Devakarmi, Sthanapati, Pandari, Tiruvaaradhana vellai, Stotramular, 
Panchaachaarya, Kangani, Permadi etc. whose duties must be offering of Religious Services to 
the God consecrated,. Interestingly, the official positions they enjoyed have become their 
nominal prefixes and suffixes—Sthanapati Vishnuvardhana, Devakarmi Velevanarayana, 
Pandari Madhusudana, Tiruvaaradhana vellai Murtibhattu, Stotramular Veerattadevan, 
Padipaadamulapattudai Panchaachaarya etc. 


Thus, the purpose of the article is to make an in-depth study and explain to the modern world 
both Oriental and Occidental that, in India, Temple functioned not only as the Centre of Religion, 
Philosophy and Worshipping the God, but also as the providers of the Employment. It could 
safely be said, that no other religious centre, in the World, till date, has provided employment to 
such a large number of people. Tamil inscription under reference, with all its documentary 
evidence, from the 12 century records, will be an eye-opener even to the present world to 
educate, on how best the proper Utilization of the Human Resources, helps the society, in 
eradicating the problem of unemployment and under-employment. 


Framing a Pilgrimage: An Exercise in Visual Representation 


By Samuel Holt 


In 2003, | set out to create a documentary film about Tamil pilgrims traveling down the east 
coast of Sri Lanka for the Kataragama Esala festival. My approach to filming became one of 
anti-structure, relying upon recording events that | encountered without premeditation. My hope 
was that the film would refract reality, becoming a visual document of a pilgrimage experience, 
as opposed to a film created for the purpose of furthering a specific agenda or appealing to a 
certain audience. Many documentary films are fully conceptualized before they are shot. 
Indeed, in order to obtain funding, most foundations demand a completed script written to 
appeal to specific audiences. Thus, filmmakers consistently manipulate the environments that 
they are documenting in order to represent a desired reality. The world’s first feature 
documentary, Nanook of the North (1922) directed by Robert Flaherty established the paradigm 
of “staging reality.” However, in the modern era where cameras have become compact and 
recording capabilities are virtually unlimited, staging reality is unnecessary. 


Much like condensing and interpreting ethnographic field notes, the process of editing a film 
determines the impact and affect of material generated. With over 75 hours of footage and the 
power of voice over narration, | had the ability to represent the observed events of pilgrimage in 
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numerous discrete ways. In this presentation, | would like to show sections of the film that were 
omitted for various reasons and discuss the ethical and political implications of including or 
excluding material. By showing these “out takes” | would like to invite discussion on the ethical 
and aesthetic difficulties the editing process. How is making a film different from writing an 
ethnography? What epistemological, temporal and visual fields restrict and challenge 
ethnographic representation? The presentation will highlight the inherent subject nature of 
crafting a film and the necessity of understanding one’s “situatedness” or “history,” while 
suggesting that reflexivity can be imbedded in the process of choice without becoming a 
narcissistic narrative of the presenter making a journey of discovery. 


Which Is It?: Telugu Paintings and Tamil Temples: A Preliminary Look 


By Anna Seastrand 


This paper addresses the theme of circulation through the close study of theinscriptions and 
paintings at two seventeenth-century temple sites that, although located in the Tamil region, 
make extensive use of Telugu language and the architectural and pictorial styles of Telugu- 
speaking areas. The interrelation of artistic patronage, personal identity, and regional, political, 
and social conditions is demonstrated in the mingling of styles and languages at these sites. 
Together, the history of painting and the history of the region—the study of the dynamic political 
and social lives of the temples’ patrons, artisans and audiences—equally illumine one another. 
Appreciation of the high degree of movement among people, styles, languages, and stories—of 
circulation—is crucial to understanding both the paintings and the contexts of their creation. The 
Chennaraya Perumal temple at Adiyamankottai and the Chennakesava temple at Chengam are 
situated in the northwestern area of the Tamil region, a linguistic and political border zone 
subject to much contestation, where both ethnically Tamil and Telugu kings vied for control of 
the Tamil region in the wake of the dissolution of the Vijayanagara empire. The Chennaraya 
Perumal temple stands out from others nearby because its architectural style and style of the 
paintings in its mahamandapa are closely related to examples found in southern Karnataka and 
Andhra Pradesh; short inscriptions on the paintings are written in Telugu. The Chennakesava 
temple at Chengam, on the other hand, mixes together Telugu and Tamil traditions somewhat 
more equally than the temple at Adiyamankottai: the architecture is distinctly Tamil, while 
Telugu inscriptions accompany Andhra style paintings depicting the Telugu version of the 
Ramayana story. The choice to build, paint, and write in idioms that are distinctly non-local, 
particularly in contrast to the Tamil style architecture of nearby temples, begs the question, what 
was intended by the patron and artisans, and what did the styles mean to contemporary 
viewers? 


Session 2 - Panel A: The Dangers of Representation: Critical Engagements 
with Mark Whitaker’s Learning Politics from Sivaram 


Tracing the Fragments: A Study on Learning Politics from Sivaram 
By Sidharthan Maunaguru 
More than thirty years of prolonged war in Sri Lanka has devastated lives of Sri Lankan 


communities. The war has set the scene for the possibility of "victims" and "perpetrators" 
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coming from the same social space and kin groups. The social landscape of the Tamil 
community in Sri Lankan has been thrown into a complex web. On one side, there were 
repeated ethnic riots on the Tamil communities, where every Tamil was suspected to be a 
member of a militant movement in everyday life. However, on the other side, there were 
occurrences of internal and intra killings within and between Tamil military movements, as well, 
where ordinary Tamils were became the targets of these internal fights. 


In particular, the Eastern province of Sri Lanka became an important place in the latter days of 
the war. The emergence of military/political movements in the history of Tamil Nationalism in 
the Eastern province and the complex way in which they associated themselves to a larger 
Tamil nationalist cause during the war in Sri Lanka should be reexamined. The complex way in 
which the relationship of the Eastern Tamil militant/political movements, which are associated 
with the Tamil nationalism and its developments, invites us to rethink about the notions of, 
‘traitor’s, ‘victims,’ ‘perpetrators’ and ‘heroes’. 


This paper will address how one could trace these complex set of relations of the Eastern 
Tamils to Tamil nationalism, emergence of militants in the east, tensions between regional 
identities, and its impact on Tamil Nationalism through life and words of Sivaram. This paper will 
place the book on Sivaram, Learning Politics from Sivaram, in the context of the Sri Lankan 
ethnic conflict, Tamil Nationalism, and the role of Eastern Tamils. What can we learn through 
the life and words of Sivaram and the emergences of Tamil Nationalism in east of Sri Lanka? 


Learning from Sivaram — Politics of Counter-Terrorism: 
By Suppiramaniam Nanthikesan 


Many lives and untold sufferings later, Sri Lankan Tamils and their allies are trying to make 
sense of the power wielded by labels such as “traitors”, “martyrs” , “liberation”, etc. The singular 
experiment with globalized militant nationalism has gone through a full life span. Sivaram’s life 
in many ways is a metaphor for the nationalist struggle itself - the early vibrancy and creative 
drive to launch the militant struggle against oppression, context-driven compromised strategies 
morphing into entrenched exclusionary politics viz dissent and other communities, ultimate 
demise being embedded in the trappings of consolidated success, etc. As experience has 
taught us, reductive labels like “hero”, “terrorist”, “brilliant”, “opportunist” do great injustice to fully 
appreciating and drawing lessons from this unique organic intellectual. Whitaker fully recognizes 
this and his book presents a textured view of Sivaram’s thinking from the perspective of a 
sympathetic fellow-traveler. Going beyond the emotive rationalizations of those who practice 
Sivaram’s brand of nationalism (during his TamilNet phase) and theorizing these nationalist 


views is indeed a great service to those who wish to take-on these views. 


Having said that, | also feel that to learn politics from Sivaram, a more in-depth critical 
engagement is vital. At the risk of oversimplification, the main argument of the paper is that the 
book is more engaged with the breadth of the intellectual dimensions of Sivaram’s activism 
rather than presenting a full-throated interrogation of his politics, which admittedly is complex. 
Among other things, the paper will explore Sivaram’s views on the counter-terrorism measures 
of GOSL and argue that these views were nothing more than justifications of LTTE’s claim as 
sole-representatives and for LTTE’s policy of crushing dissenting views. Indeed, it seems 
evident that to fully learn politics from Sivaram, one needs to go beyond Sivaram and seek 
voices of dissent in Sri Lanka. 
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Learning Anthropology from Mark Whitaker 


By Francis Cody 


This paper is a study of the kinds of anthropology that Whitaker draws on in narrating the story 
of his relationship to Sivaram, and the larger story of what he learned from Sivaram’s 
relationship to the war in Sri Lanka. Learning Politics from Sivaram, which could be described 
as an intellectual biography, a media ethnography, or an anthropology of politics, raises 
pressing questions about the roles of ethics and politics in social scientific research. At a time 
when experimental transnational political formations are proliferating, we must pay specific 
attention to the means of representation used by Sivaram in his capacity as a web-based 
political journalist. By providing neither apology nor condemnation of the theories motivating 
militant nationalist struggle, Whitaker opens a space for reflection upon the social production of 
knowledge under conditions of extreme violence. But what are the responsibilities of the 
anthropologist in a time of war, and how might we think about the relationship between 
ethnography and political journalism in this context? 


Response 
By Mark Whitaker 


Session 2 : Panel B: The Productivity of Margins: Timescapes and Sexuality 
in the Making of Community 


Socio-cultural Dynamics of Tamil Rituals: Nagarathar Rites of Passage 
By Kala Shreen 


This paper focuses on select rites of passage of the Nagarathar community, which originated 
from Tamilnadu. These ceremonies have not been in practice since the early twentieth century 
and are seeing a revival among contemporary Nagarathar families. The examination of 
Nagarathar rites of passage bring to light various dimensions of ritual performances, such as 
structure, functions, symbolism and meanings and things necessary for the ritual production. 
These ceremonies are governed by several factors and rules of protocol such as Tamil ritual 
calendar, prescribed format comprising three broad phases — the preparatory phase, the 
performance phase and the post performance phase, segmentation of the ceremonial performance 
into several ritual acts, mandatory participation of designated kin members and so on. The 
performers and participants in the rituals can be classified into three categories based on their 
level of participation. This classification is being developed into the model of “three circles” 
which discusses the role and nature of these performers. The ceremonies exhibit intra-cultural 
variations in the ritual acts as well as in the symbolism attached to it. The ceremonies function 
as a mechanism for socialization and community cohesion and as a way of demonstrating and 
enacting their ethnic identity. 
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Various elements of material culture such as sacred objects, ritual implements, ethnic jewellery 
and food, festive decorations, traditional attire and ceremonial music and songs play a vital role 
during the performance of the ceremonies and in the creation of the religious ritualistic aesthetics 
and cultural identity among the Nagarathars. 


Continuities and transformations are evident in various aspects of the ceremonies. For example, 
certain ritual acts which were part of the ceremonies in ancient times are now removed, truncated 
or modified. Continuative and transformative characteristics are also visible in the material 
aspects of the performances. These reflect the influence of the Nagarathar diaspora and the 
changing economic status of the Nagarathars. 


Negotiating Marginality: Transgender Communities in Tamilnadu 


By Elaine Craddock 


Male-to-female transgender people in Tamilnadu are most commonly called "aravanis" deriving 
from their ritual marriage to Aravan, the hero from the Mahabharata, which they perform 
annually at Kuvakam and which is unique to Tamilnadu. Some of them undergo gender 
reassignment surgery, and construct their physical appearance and comportment based on 
ideals of Tamil womanhood. Aravanis have historically been economically, socially, and 
culturally marginalized; they have difficulty finding jobs that will support them outside of sex 
work and begging for alms. A significant number of aravanis serve village goddesses such as 
Ankalaparamecuvari, and make a living as diviners and healers. Yet unlike in many parts of 
India where hijras are regularly invited to bless new babies or attend weddings, in Tamilnadu 
aravanies do not perform any socially pervasive roles, reinforcing their marginality. 

Aravanis construct and maintain their own dynamic kinship and social network, have their own 
language, and come together regularly for life cycle events and celebrations. These kinship 
communities emulate the social structures in normative Tamil society, yet in many ways aravani 
communities embrace and celebrate their marginality. 


Within the last couple of years the Tamilnadu government has become the first state in India to 
Officially recognize a third gender, to pay for gender reassignment surgery, and to offer 
education loans specifically to transgender individuals. Chief Minister Karunanidhi has also 
renamed aravanies "tirunangai," or auspicious women. These moves acknowledge and support 
a marginalized community that falls outside of normative gender and social roles, but also 
attempt to bring this transgressive community from the margins into the center by constructing 
the individuals as women. My paper argues that these governmental changes highlight 
paradoxes and tensions that have been integral to Tamil transgender communities. 


Power, Perception and Periphery: Exploring gender and heteronormativity through 
Shyam Selvadurai’s Funny Boy 


By Yalini Jothilingam 


Gender roles and heteronormativity are closely associated with broader structures of power, 
culture, class and ethnicity. Those who are in power/ center were given the responsibility of 
deciding the whole society’s rights and wrongs. The power plays an immense role in moulding 
our own selves — who we are, how we ought to behave, what our qualities should be, what we 
should play, and especially, whom we should love/marry. But Arjie - the protagonist — find 
himself conflicting with the norms, mores and defined gender roles and feel that he belongs 
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somewhere in between a man and a woman. His maturation and consciousness of his own 
sexuality unfolds in the back drop of ethnic tension of the time. Instead of using strict terms as 
gender or homosexuality Shyam Selvadurai portrays non-heteronormativity through the 
experiences of an innocent child, yet emphasising it as a rival/transgressive against the central 
power (also the norms, laws and codes of conducts it produce) which can subvert the social 
implications of those established structures. The novel further explains the difficulties and 
stresses of living in a strictly bounded heteronormative society, where all your actions and 
behaviours will be closely observed. Being difference always demand a high price. Apart from 
Arjie, there are two other characters in the novel, who possess non-heteronormative qualities — 
his mother and Radha aunty. Both of them maintain secret relationships. What humiliation will 
his mother undergo if her extra-marital relationship was revealed? What would’ve she preferred 
if she had the power to decide? Attitudes or notions of the self, gender and sexual orientation 
can never be standardized and shrunk into a binary system. Understanding, and accepting 
gender diversities is a vital need of our time. It is all about equality, acceptance of plurality and 
finding an equal space for everyone in the world. 


Kaikari Circulations and Community Distinctions: Talk about Timescapes in Maligai 
Kadai 


By Laura Brown 


It is now commonplace for anthropologists to note that much of what people do with money 
involves attempts to exert control over time. Anyone who has kept pasaLikirai out on a warm 
afternoon should be aware of the possibility of a particularly strong relationship between time 
and the value assigned to vegetables. This paper examines the ways in which interactions in 
small grocery shops, located in Thanjavur, India, explicitly perform, and comment on, and 
mediate between a variety of temporalities and as well as the moral, religious, and political 
systems that produce them. | suggest that we can view maLigai kaDai as situated at the 
intersection of multiple completing timescales including: everyday rhythems of neighborhood 
life, religious and ritual time, and the timing of mass political actions such as bhunds and strikes. 
Coordination of action across, and the movement of food within, time are a significant means by 
which broad categories of social difference are made visible and salient parts of neighborhood 
life in small town India. Shops can serve as metronomes that help to synchronise the rhythms of 
household and neighborhood life with actions that happen at broader social and geographic 
scales. Yet they may also work as theaters for the display, definition, and management of 
competing timescapes, and through them, for the regimentation or realignment of the social 
distinctions that they embody. 
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Session 2 : Panel C: Writing, Performance, and New Circuits of 
Knowledge: Representations of Dance 


Siva’s Courtesans: Religion, Rhetoric, and Self-Representation in Early Twentieth- 
Century Writing by Devadasis 


By Davesh Soneji 


Uruttirakanikaiyar Katacarattirattu, “A Compilation of Stories about Siva’s Courtesans’ is a Tamil 
text written in 1911 by a devadasi named Ancukam who lived in Colombo, Sri Lanka. As the title 
suggests, the bulk of the work consists of narratives about women from the Tamil literary past 
whom the author identifies as “Siva’s Courtesans,” or devadasis. It begins with the story of 
Paravaiyar, the consort of the Tamil Saiva saint (nayanar) Cuntaramurtti, and ends with 
Ancukam’s own autobiography. In this paper, | position Uruttirakanikaiyar in larger historical, 
literary and political contexts. Moving away from characterizations of modern devadasis as 
“temple women,” | hope to foreground an approach to devadasi social history that takes 
seriously their attempts to realize inclusion within the public sphere — specifically within the 
spaces of the nation — in the twentieth century. Highlighting the points of similarity and 
difference between Ancukam’s text and other writings by devadasis — including protest letters 
and memos written on the eve of devadasi reform — | demonstrate how twentieth-century writing 
by devadasis does not fit into any ready narrative or type. It breaches the standard oppositions 
between fact and fiction, the literal and the metaphorical, history-writing and literature. It spans a 
range of moral viewpoints, and as we will see in Ancukam’s text, it is often burdened by the 
anxieties and contradictions of reform discourse. Through their writing, devadasis mobilized 
rhetorical strategies in attempts to convince their audiences of their legitimate social location as 
rightful citizens of the emergent nation-state. But for all the polysemy of these rhetorical 
strategies, their writings did not affect a systemic change in perceptions of devadasis in the 
twentieth century. The promises assured by early twentieth century reformers did not 
materialize for women in the devadasi communities, even after reform legislation was passed. 
As failed citizens of the modern nation-state, women in devadasi communities today have 
inherited not only the subterfuges of “respectability,” but also a place in the history of modern 
Hinduism — as “temple prostitutes” — that they do not wish to occupy. 


The European Tour of Five Tamil Devadasis, Their Nattuvanar and Two Other 
Musicians, 1838-1839 


By Joep Bor & Tiziana Leucci 


Sometime in 1838, a troupe of five devadasis, their nattuvanar and two other musicians signed 
a contract for a term of eighteen months with a French impresario, E.C. Tardivel. The dancers 
and their accompanying musicians were attached to the Perumal temple of Thiruvendipuram in 
the French territory of Pondicherry. Billed as the ‘real’ Bayadéres or Priestesses of Pondicherry, 
they were the first Indian artists to perform all over Europe. As soon as they arrived in Bordeaux 
on 24 July, the novelty was widely announced in French and British newspapers. A few weeks 
later, the ‘interesting strangers’ became instant celebrities after they danced for the French royal 
family at the Tuileries. 


Tardivel had chosen the right time to present the devadasi. Paris was in the midst of an oriental 
vogue in the 1830s, and Marie Taglioni had made fame as the lead dancer of the opera-ballet 
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Le Dieu et la Bayadeére, which was known in England and the USA as The Maid of Cashmere. 
There was also an increasing interest in ‘national dance’ and ‘national music,’ particularly the 
dance and music of the oriental Others. Not only that, from Marco Polo (c.1298) onwards the 
temple dancing and singing girls from southern India had been a standard topic in European 
travel writing. Although many descriptions are superficial, biased and based on earlier reports, 
we will demonstrate in the first part of our presentation that some writers presented original and 
lively eyewitness accounts. These tell us a great deal about the female dancers and singers, not 
only temple and court artists but also itinerant performers. And perhaps more importantly, they 
reveal the different ways such Indian artists were perceived by European travelers and 
missionaries. 


Next we will focus on the European tour of the artists from Thiruvendipuram. In Paris they 
performed at the Theatre des Varietés and threatened ‘to eclipse Marie Taglioni and her fairy 
train.’ In London they danced at the Theatre Royal Adelphi and in the Egyptian Hall. After this, in 
1839, they performed in Brighton and other European cities such as Brussels, Frankfurt, 
Munich, Berlin and Vienna. Examining 50 articles and reviews, we will analyze their dances and 
their costume, and what was written by the press about their art. The presentation will be 
illustrated with iconographic material found in city archives, and the archives and libraries of 
various theaters and opera houses. 


Finally we will show that the presence of these authentic devadas? on European stages had a 
profound effect on writers, composers and other artists, particularly in France and England. 
Their impact was not only felt in the dramatic productions of nineteenth-century operas and 
ballets, but also in bayadére songs, female fashion, and several literary works. 


The Strategies of Staging War: Performing Bharata Natyam in Colombo Sri Lanka 
By Ahalya Satkunaratnam 


Attending to the conference theme of “movement,” this paper is an ethnographic study of 
danced Bharata Natyam movements choreographed in several different sites in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. Examining specific danced works choreographed and produced by a single Tamil 
Bharata Natyam dance choreographer/teacher in Colombo, illuminates nuanced and shifting 
understandings of history, Tamil identity, Sri Lankan identity, community and home. 


In the paper, | look specifically at two choreographies staged in Colombo in 2007. Evoking 
themes of war and conflict, these choreographies were choreographed and produced by one 
Tamil Bharata Natyam choreographer/teacher and performed by both ethnically Tamil and 
Sinhalese female dancers. | illustrate that the spaces in which these pieces were performed, the 
histories of the sites in which they were performed, and the associated audiences of these sites, 
deeply influenced the choreographer’s staging of war, responses to war and, correspondingly, 
multiculturalism and peace. As such, | wish to illuminate the strategic negotiations of centers 
and peripheries both spatially and politically that are embedded in the choreographies and the 
performance of them. 


Through a close analysis of the choreography and ethnographic methods of writing and 
analysis, | suggest that conceptions of Tamil identity, history and place are formed strategically 
by and through the cultural practice of Bharata Natyam. As such, this paper reveals how dance 
movements through space, and within diverse and varied places in Colombo reveal negotiations 
of ethnic identity and strategic conceptualizations of ethnic conflict and civil war in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka. 
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Session 3 - Panel A: Thinking about “Mobilization”: Narratives and Naming 
in the Production of a Tamil Dalit Politics 


Reconstruction of the Past and Dilemmas of the Present: Caste, Electoral Politics, and 
the Marginalized 


By Gajendran Ayyathurai 


Political consciousness and mobilization for representation in Tamil Nadu is a century-old 
phenomenon. Primarily this involved advocating policy changes that have implications on the 
social status and economic interests of the concerned communities. Caste, both its proponents 
and critics, have been part of this consciousness since pre-independence times-- as well as 
under colonialism. Further, this long caste century animates the political present in more ways 
than meets the eye. The political history of Tamil Nadu has produced significant studies on ‘non- 
brahmin’ political mobilization, and ‘Dravidian’ political parties and its members; however, there 
is an inadequate understanding of the point of view of the marginalized such as Dalits. While 
‘reserved constituencies’ and the ‘political behavior’ of the ‘Scheduled Castes’ have preoccupied 
scholarship ad nauseam, Dalit political consciousness, its manifestation, its appropriation and 
Suppression by non-Dalit forces, and its political expediencies in the political processes of Tamil 
Nadu remain understudied. 


A Dalit perspective on Tamil Nadu politics would encompass addressing a series of questions: 
1) How are the categories such as Caste, ‘Scheduled Caste’, ‘Dravidan,’ ‘Adi-Dravidan,’ 


‘Taltappator,’ ‘Taltappatapen,’ ‘Tamilan,’ ‘Brahmin,’ ‘Non-Brahmin’ and so on read among the 
Dalits and for what purposes in their political present? 


2) Could one historicize the political categories of those marginalized by the caste system? 


3) If so, what are the transmutations and ambiguities that structure their political 
participation, successes, and failures in the recent past? 


4) How does a Dalit perspective speak to political power? Does it augur an alternative 
political culture? 


This paper will attempt to examine the aforesaid questions in the electoral politics of Tamil 
Naduconnecting the past and the present. 


Revisiting Antiquity: The Politics of the Past in Modern Dalit Political Discourse 
By Michael Collins 


At a time when debates over Indian history have become increasingly politicized, contemporary 
Dalit politicians are reinterpreting the historical role of Dalits in Tamil Nadu, advancing new 
historical narratives that run counter to mainstream Indian historiography. These narratives, 
based upon the premise that Dalit history was written from the ‘outside’, provide a novel 
perspective that portrays Dalits as active subjects that were historically defiant against external 
sources of oppression. This past, which is frequently characterized by its militancy, is woven 
into the present caste movement in Tamil Nadu as Dalit politicians beckon their community to 
continue a ‘legacy of resistance’ through a modern medium: electoral politics. While projects of 
historical reinterpretation are critical to modern Indian politics, the Dalit narrative in Tamil Nadu 
serves a unique function that distinguishes it from similar narratives. Dalit political parties are 
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advancing an interpretation of Dalit history specifically to forge homogeneity amongst an 
otherwise fragmented Dalit electorate in the state, one which is currently subdivided into 
seventy-six Scheduled Castes. In exploring the politicization and reinterpretation of Dalit history 
in modern Tamil Nadu, my paper examines the efficacy of these historical narratives in 
mobilizing the Dalit electorate and the ways in which these narratives are transforming how 
some Tamil Dalit communities perceive their past. 


The political work of “labour”: Dalit difference and Dalit labourers in 1920s Madras 


By Rupa Viswanath 


A series of labour struggles in Madras in the late 1910s and early 1920s radically and decisively 
transformed what “Depressed Classes” (or DC, as Dalits were then known) identity was thought 
to comprise, with effects on the relationship between mainstream Dravidianism and Dalits 
politics that are still with us today. Beginning with a series of strikes at the Buckingham and 
Carnatic Mills, events culminated when a disaffected group of DC labourers who could scarcely 
afford the loss of a daily wage that came with striking, were enlisted as strikebreakers. DCs 
faced violent reprisals, for in a single move, they had declared their fealty to no-one other than 
themselves —neither to the Non-Brahminism which sought their alliance by insisting on the 
essential identity of all victims of Brahmin domination, and nor to the reformist strands of a 
Brahminical nationalism that would “better” them. When the violence was finally quelled by the 
colonial police, a different means of containment was tried: the colonial state had long used 
“labourer” as a synonym for DC, and this caste Tamil politicos would no longer permit. The 
category “labourer” —and the state schemes from which labourers benefited — ought to extend, 
they argued, to all who laboured, and not simply to DCs. Labour, one salient respect in which 
the difference between Dalits and others could be articulated, was no longer understood as 
essential to DC identity, and could no longer, therefore, form the basis for any politics that 
sought wide acceptance. This paper traces arguments over the category “labour” in 1920s 
Madras in detail, asking about the historical context and political entailments of severing its links 
to definitions of Dalitness 


Discussant 
By Narendra Subramanian 


“Mobilization” as a form of political activity connotes both a past (new life is breathed into 
something nevertheless latent) and a future (the promise of a new politics). The papers in this 
panel are concerned with the nomenclatures to which Tamil Dalits have acceded or been 
subject in the last century, and ask what historical narratives and political futures this has 
subsequently legitimated. Mobilizing then, is conceived in this panel less as a putatively real 
relation to an unambiguous past —the awakening of a dormant “consciousness’— than as a 
critical form of engagement with ideational and bodily forces that precede political subjects. In 
focusing on this creative element of political mobilization, our panel engages two primary 
themes of the conference, circulation and marginality. The former, because mobilization 
requires carefully orchestrated methods for the dissemination of new forms of political thought. 
The latter, because the ways of speaking about Dalits that these papers address have animated 
countless, often violent, struggles over Dalit marginality. What has persuaded successful urban 
Dalits in Chennai to eschew the label SC, despite the benefits that might accrue from it? How 
have distinct historical attempts to name Tamil Dalits ta/ttappattor versus tiravitan elicited very 
specific political actions and acquired radically divergent significations in different hands? Can a 
new history of Tamil Dalits unite a present politics in danger of fragmentation, and what would 
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its sources be? What do particular attempts to define Dalits as caste, as opposed to class, 
subjects, as during the labour struggles in 1920s Madras, tell us about the historical tensions 
between non-Brahminism and Dalit politics? Our panel raises these questions with an eye to 
gaining critical purchase on the legacies and future possibilities of over a century of Dalit politics 
in Tamil Nadu. 


Session 3 - Panel B: Mass Mediations and the New Tamil Public Sphere 


Idhuvaa Chennai? Reading a city’s public in a newspaper’s publicity campaign 
By Pushpa Arabindoo 


In April 2008 a considerable amount of buzz was created by an attractively titled ad film A day in 
the life of Chennai, a minute-and-a-half commercial that was a central part of a vast multimedia 
campaign to promote the Chennai launch of the Mumbai-based English daily, The Times of 
India (TOI). As local editions of national dailies become increasingly popular in an extremely 
diversified market, TOI’s marketing campaign was keen to emphasise its understanding of local 
culture and an ability to capture every nook and corner in the daily life of this Tamil/Dravidian 
city. Thus, the film’s protagonist/antagonist is a cut-out, in a homage to a unique feature of 
Chennai’s urbanscape, whose ups and downs in a day are narrated through the colloquial text 
of a local kuthu song (a Tamil cultural speciality), nakka mukka, as it winds through supposedly 
localised circulatory spaces in the city. Interestingly, the timing of the commercial intersected a 
particularly bourgeois moment in the city where hoardings were increasingly illegitimsed and 
nearly half of them were removed by the city authorities. And strangely enough, this 
incrimination was enforced by the Dravidian state that had at one point relied on these very cut- 
outs to assert its political ideologies and leadership to the Tamil public. The objective of this 
paper is not only to highlight such attempts of the state to globalise a Dravidian city, but also to 
use the TOI campaign to underline the several stereotypical portrayals of Chennai as a local 
aka Dravidian city. For instance, the relationship between cinema and politics is not only 
parochialised as a Dravidian characterisitc but also the local public sphere is shown as being 
dominated by subaltern figures characterised by irrational, violent behaviour. Also, given that 
the city’s name change in 1996 from Madras to Chennai has gone beyond being a mere political 
gimmick to reflect a real divided geography between its northern and southern parts, the ad 
film’s visual repertoire of the city’s locality is narrowly confined to the gritty parts of north Madras 
with little indications of the globalising south Chennai, an aspect that will also be analysed in this 


paper. 


Constructing Tamil Worlds in Cyberspace 


By Shaseevan Ganeshanatha 


The emergence of information explosion is remoulding social and political systems, changing 
every single aspect of social existence. In the context of marginalized societies, however, the 
choices are more contracting than expanding. The technological revolution of the advanced 
economies has widened the gap. Nonetheless, the possibility of autonomy and loose 
associations of the cyberspace makes various means available for less powerfull communities 
to leave behind information pertaining to their social identities for the next generations. Thus, 
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proliferating information on the internet assumes greater significance for a community such as 
the Sri Lankan Tamils whose social and political voices have been subject to marginalization. 
This paper attempts to propose how this challenge can be (or is being) addressed. 


There are people who attach to themselves several interceptive identities while also preserving 
a common identity. The Sri Lankan Tamil communities living all around the globe whose once 
trenchantly cohesive identity has become increasingly scattered over the last few decades as a 
result of the protracted ethnic conflict are evidently desirous of endowing their next generations 
with their identities, imprints of their experiences, and ancient memories. While the interaction 
among various communities, living in the ‘other worlds / worlds of others’, clashes of differences 
and the need to wear different identities have caused a sense of alienation among Sri Lankan 
Tamils, they also strive to assert their collective identities and preserve their liveliness. This 
paper attempts to focus on how the scattered collective identities are/can be preserved through 
digitized archiving. The Sri Lankan Tamil’s apparent aspirations for a mono-dimensional identity 
have been subject to circulation owing to regional rifts, exchanges between cultures and the 
diasporic second generations. They can unite in the future by developing a pluralist vision and 
moving toward a common/collective identity. This paper primarily focuses on how digitization 
can contribute to this re-creation of identities. 


The paper presents a real world example in Project Noolaham which is a non-profitable, 
collective and voluntary endeavor aimed at preserving publications related to Sri Lankan Tamils 
in digital format. Intellectual content related to marginalized communities such as those 
concerned with the up-country Tamils, Muslims, Dalits, and Feminism in the context of pluralist 
nature of Tamil speaking communities and the role of a digital library in constructing a possible 
common identity that has non-static and constantly changing centers are further discussed. 


The Internet and Mobility in the Reconstruction of the Past: A Study through a 
Reassessment of Arumuka Navalar and Caste Claims 


By S. Ratnajeevan H. Hoole 


In the past scholarship was limited to a few with esoteric knowledge acquired through lengthy 
years of training and reading. Sources of ancient history were scarce and often nonexistent. 
Thus for example it was argued some years ago that Arumuka Navalar could not have 
translated the Bible into Tamil because he knew neither Hebrew nor Greek, the source 
languages. One C. Rudra thereupon shut the argument down by writing that Navalar translated 
from English. With little access to original sources in Sri Lanka, the matter ended there till 
recently when Rudra’s was shown through e-resources to be a wild claim. 

Today for scholars working in the West, electronic resources have made the rediscovery of the 
past a new science — even a new game. E-books have made several centuries old previously 
inaccessible books freely available in the light of expired copyrights. Cheap interlibrary loans 
make these sources available in a few days though teams of librarians across continents putting 
their time into searching. High speed internet has made communication easy and web pages 
have opened up many new sources of information, though often of questionable origin and 
untrained authorship without the usual vetting by subject experts. The authority attached to the 
written word makes these vulgar sources difficult to assail or counter. 


This paper surveys electronic resources available in Sri Lanka and the West. How have these 
resources affected Tamil scholarship as people moved and been empowered by technology and 
their newly rich status in the West? This question is examined through a reassessment of 
Arumuka Navalar and increasingly numerous claims to being Vellala in caste. Almost canonical 
positions on Navalar as the first Tamil translator of the Bible and the man followed by C.W. 
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Thamotharampillai are rendered untenable by easily accessible interlibrary loans and e-books. 
At the same time other internet sources such as wikis and a myriad web pages make it 
impossible to correct these false canonical histories of a personally defining nature of a people 
when a sufficiently motivated coterie keeps posting and re-setting wikis to propagate their 
ideological/canonical position defining themselves. 


As for caste, as people move across continents they take on new upwardly mobile identities in 
societies where their past is not known. This is in the Navalar tradition of low caste Sudra 
Vellalas — described prior to Navalar as having nothing to lose in terms of caste — taking on 
theetchai and wearing poonoo/ to become the high caste twice born promoting the previously 
prohibited Bharata Natyam. As surveyed, a preponderance of the now high caste Vellalas marry 
endogamously; however, a much larger proportion of educated non-Vellalas of the western 
Tamil diaspora, now that their social gap with Vellalas in terms of wealth and education is 
minimal, are seen nonendogamously to marry Euro-Caucasians or educated persons from 
peripheral but respectable communities like Batticaloa Vellalas or equally educated persons 
from other marginalized Tamil castes. This shows that while their labour migration is central to 
their economic production, it has been marginal to their caste citizenship insofar as they hold on 
to caste for status affirmation. At the same time a political group has used the internet to give a 
high status to the fishing caste, making claims that will not be entertained in the scholarly 
literature. 


Much of the old but newly accessible literature shows how fluid caste really has always been. 
The fluidity of caste among the Jaffna Hindus may be gleaned from the changing statistics of 
Vellalas in the literature and the claim made by almost all Ceylonese to being Christian in the 
Dutch period. But there is much firmer information on Christian Tamils showing that many early 
lower caste converts have indeed been absorbed into the so Jaffna Tamil Christian (JTC) 
Protestant Vellala caste and that the lower castes in the Tamil Churches today are converts of 
the 20™ century who ironically face the same obstacles as among Hindus in marrying into older 
JTC families. As such what of sections of Hindu leadership that lay claims to being high caste 
when many of their ablest have recent well-hidden Christian genealogies? 


A Date with a Dream 
By Stephen Inglis 


The circulation of ideas and ideals in mid-twentieth century South India was fuelled in part by a 
vigorous popular visual culture, much of the history of which is still unrecorded. Popular prints 
are one way that the intersections and innovations in devotion, fashion and politics can be 
traced and the links with the rest of India and the world illustrated. 


This paper introduces a luscious collection of calendar prints of Tamil movie stars from the 
19505 and 60’s. This was the last phase of what some have called the “Golden Age” of Tamil 
cinema, featuring the actress as a symbol of purity. It was also the last phase of the widespread 
printing of hand painted portraits of real celebrities. The paper introduces a few of the stars, the 
leading artists and the forms in which the imagery was distributed and consumed. 


The illustration is from a print of a painting of Jayalalitha (the current opposition leader) as a girl 
so young they had to make her up to look older, painted by S. Ravi of Sivakasi. 
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Session 3 - Panel C: Health Care and Help Seeking in the Tamil Diaspora in 
Toronto 


Health Care and Help Seeking in the Tamil Diaspora in Toronto 
By Morton Beiser 


This paper will present the context of the research study and the research process. The 
presentation will specifically focus on the mental health findings and analyses with regards to 
depression, anxiety and post traumatic stress disorder. This will include community rates for 
mental health issues as well as a discussion about protective and risk factors. 


Social Support in Social Context: Considerations for Building Resiliency and Social 
Equity 


By Laura Simich 


This paper will begin with findings about social support in relation to mental health in the Tamil 
community in Toronto based on the survey conducted. Using these data as a departure point, 
the presentation will expand the discussion of protective factors by presenting qualitative data 
from a follow-up study about how resiliency and related protective factors are perceived among 
Tamils in Toronto. 


Help-Seeking in the Sri Lankan Tamil Community in Toronto 
By Nalini Pandalangat 


This presentation will focus on help-seeking behaviour and factors impacting help-seeking. It 
will look at the influences of gender, identity, migration history and cultural issues on help- 
seeking behavior. It will also explore preferences with regard to choice of service providers and 
provide specific recommendations with regards to service provision. 


Discussion 
By Joseph A. Chandrakanthan 


Ten years ago, on a day late in August, Toronto's newspapers reported a shocking story. 
Holding his baby in his arms, a young man had jumped in front of an oncoming subway. The 
fact that the man was a Sri Lankan Tamil generated a good deal of editorial soul-searching. Did 
this suicide indict Canada in some way? Was Canada letting refugees and immigrants down? 
By the next day, it was old news. But to the 300,000 Tamils living in Toronto, this wasn’t old 
news. It was an ongoing story of despair. 


Tamil community leaders decided that they wanted to scientifically document the extent of the 
mental health problems and to study what needed to be done to begin to address them. They 
approached a University of Toronto research team for help. The result was the “Community in 
Distress,” an epidemiological study of mental health problems and their determinants funded by 
the Canadian Institutes of Health Research and carried out between 2000 and 2006. 
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The proposed panel presentation will present selected results, to include: 

a) an overview of this large-scale community study 

b) community rates for depression and post-traumatic stress disorder. 

c) an overview of findings regarding stresses such as unemployment and discrimination that 
jeopardize mental well-being, as well as mental health protective factors, particularly social 
support 


d) male/female differences in reacting to stress and mobilizing social support 


e) Help-seeking behavior and determinants of help- seeking 


Plenary Lecture 


By Prof. Raj Gauthaman 
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May 15- Saturday 


Session 1 - Panel A: The Nation Imagined in Transnational Space 


Naan Poitu Varen : Representations of Nation by Tamil Diasporic Writers 
By Angela Britto 


The diasporic impulse to engage with a home that is simultaneously real and imagined, is 
reflected in the literary works that are studied in this paper. This desire for home necessitates a 
re-presentation of the nation in Funny Boy by Shyam Selvadurai and When Memory Dies by A. 
Sivanandan, two contemporary novels by diasporic Tamil writers. Is the reconstruction of the 
nation subverted or asserted in their narratives? Is their re-presentation that of a Tamil nation? 
Is it a site of belonging or alienation? Furthermore, how does the artifice of literary 
representation contribute to the project of nationalism and reproduce its tropes and tools? 
These are some questions that this paper aims to explore. 


Both novels subvert the nation by interrogating single historicizing narratives of nationhood 
designed to create a nationalist consciousness. This acknowledgement of multiple narratives is 
also the recognition of the heterogeneity and hybridity of the nation: the multiplicity of voices, 
perspectives and traditions that reside within its geographic borders. 


The physical movement of the individual away from the nation and the imaginative return to it, 
demonstrates the circularity that characterizes the diasporic relationship to home(land). It is this 
circularity that is expressed in “naan poitu varan” and the diasporic desire to go and come back, 
in some form. Thus, in their complex representations of home, Tamil diasporic writers are no 
longer on the periphery, the opposite of native writers in a binary, but are positioned alongside 
each other as distinct frameworks through which to view the nation. 


Mobilizing Diaspora: Tamil Activisms at War's End 
By Kitana Ananda 


Displaced and dispersed by over thirty years of war and political violence, Sri Lankan Tamils 
have not forgotten their former and imagined homes in the process of remaking their lives 
across the globe. On the contrary, while exiled activists have been instrumental in the 
production and dissemination of competing narratives about the war from its very beginnings, 
new generations born and/or raised outside the island have emerged to redouble their efforts. 
As a 2002 ceasefire disintegrated into total war, these activists mobilized thousands of diasporic 
Tamils to non-stop public protest in metropolitan cities around the world. 


This paper examines how diaspora, with its “cultures of circulation,” (Lee and LiPuma 2002), 
has become a site of political becoming for Tamils within, across and beyond nation-states. 
Through an ethnographic study of diasporic activisms, | discuss how and why Tamils in Canada 
and India protested the war in Sri Lanka, soliciting their states, fellow citizens and other Tamils 
to “take immediate action” on behalf of a suffering people. My study asks: How do Tamil 
activists demonstrate and advocate for the livelihoods and self-determination of their kith and 
kin “back home”? How do the social conditions of life in diaspora generate and remake their 
political commitments? What are their requests, demands, and grievances, to whom are they 
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addressed, and in what forms do these actions circulate? Through these questions, | explore 
how experiences of displacement, migration, and resettlement constitute Tamil diaspora as a 
set of contentious political practices on the margins of modern liberal states. 


In doing so, this paper will consider how activism, as a doctrine and practice of political action, 
produces and transforms what it means to be Tamil in the contemporary world. 


Session 1 - Panel ந: Engaging Karthigesu Sivathamby’s Work 


Speaking Swadeshi, Madras 1907 
By Bernard Bate 


One strong theme running through Prof. Sivathamby’s work is the integral link between linguistic 
practice and social transformation. In that spirit, this paper will explore the link between the 
emergence of vernacular political oratory in the Swadeshi movement and the ability of political 
people to organize the masses into effective political agency. The Swadeshi movement was 
born in 1905 with the partition of Bengal. The movement spread from Bengal throughout some 
parts of India such as Central Provinces and the Madras Presidency, in particular the Tamil- 
speaking Madras City, Tuticorin (Tutukudi) and Tirunelveli, and the Telugu-speaking Madras 
City and the Krishna and Godavari deltas. This short-lived and geographically limited 
movement for economic swadeshism, boycott of foreign goods, and national education was 
crushed by the middle of 1908 by a colonial government outraged and terrified by a new set of 
practices, attitudes and classes of political agents. But a number of features of the movement, 
from ideological swadeshism to boycott continued on as elements of political action in India 
through Independence and beyond. Perhaps most importantly, the Swadeshi movement saw 
the beginnings of a major communicative revolution in politics, from English to swadeshi 
languages as the medium of political propaganda in public meetings. Indeed, 20" century 
politics would have unfolded quite differently without the call to the political of the common 
person that was the essence of the shift from Anglophone to swadeshi political communication. 
This paper will think through this communicative revolution in terms of Prof. Sivathamby’s 
broader concerns regarding language, culture, and political identity. 


Histories of Literature and Literary Histories in Tamil 
By Chelva Kanaganayakam 


The objective of this paper is to critically examine Professor Sivathamby’s many interventions in 
constructing a literary history of Tamil literature. Although he devotes one monograph entirely to 
this topic, his interest in reexamining the conceptual frames that have governed the 
periodisation of Tamil literature has resulted in a range of studies that are self-reflexive and 
revisionist. His work encompasses a broad chronological spectrum that moves from Sangam 
literature to modernism in contemporary Tamil literature. While Sivathamby is clearly a pioneer 
in this area, his work is by no means conclusive. This paper uses his work as a take-off point to 
raise a number of questions about the challenges of constructing a definitive literary history in 
Tamil. 
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Being a Tamil and Sri Lankan:2005 and 2010. 
By P. Ragupathy: 
Conceptualizing Tamil Studies 


By Bhavani Raman 


This paper offers a reading of Professor Sivathamby’s "Literary History in Tamil" (Tanjavur, 
1986) to invite a discussion on conceptualizing Tamil studies. Sivathamby’s history of 
historiography offers a critique of periodization in Tamil literary history, arguing for greater 
attention to the relationship between social formation and literary production. How might these 
insights help us conceive Tamil studies in terms other than the area studies/globalization 
paradigms dominant in the western academy, and celebratory Tamil nationalism? This paper 
engages with Sivathamby’s critique by focusing in particular on how scholarship generated in 
the course of colonial land settlement provided the frames for relating historical periodization 


Session 1 - Panel C: Incommensurability and the Production of Difference 


Authentic, New and Rare Ceylonese at the Zoo: Creating Racialized Images for German 
Colonial Pursuits, 1870-1910 


By Vasuki Shanmuganathan 


In 1878 German impresario Carl Hagenbeck procured, from his brother-in-law Charles Rice, 
eight men and seven women simply listed as “Hindus” in the registries. They were to perform at 
the Hamburg Zoological Garden as “exotic people”. These “Hindus”, who worked as servants in 
London households, arrived in the port city of Hamburg wearing European clothing. They had to 
change into Indian attires, live in Bamboo huts and manage the six elephants that were part of a 
makeshift village set up in the zoo. The show was a financial disaster because the people on 
display had failed to convincingly perform the “exotic” for German audiences. 


Five years later, “Ceylonese” people were brought to the zoo but this time from Sri Lanka for a 
better “exotic effect”. A ship containing 21 men, women and children, 21 elephants, 8 zebus, 6 
ox carts and large collections of ethnographic objects departed from the port city of Colombo. 
The show was a success and ethnographic displays proved to be a lucrative venture on the 
European continent. In London alone 5 Million visitors went to see Sri Lankans in the zoo. 


This paper will contextualize how the movement of Sri Lankans between the two continents 
contributed to the creation of racialized images in the German imaginary. | will then elaborate on 
how a vocabulary of race and ideas of “looking” reconfigured notions of colonial space at the 
ethnographic shows. 
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Thiruvarangam Pillai and the ‘Ceylon Connection’ in 20th Century Tamil-Saivite 
Revival in Tamil Nadu 


By Ravi Vaitheespara 


The Thirunelvelly South India Saiva Siddhanta Publishing house, its principal literary organ, the 
Senthamil Selvi along with its ideological guru Maraimalai Atikal can be said to constitute some 
of the most important institutional pillars behind the publication and dissemination of a non- 
Brahmin or Dravidian reading of the Tamil-Saivite past in the early decades of the 20" century 
in Tamil Nadu. Tiruvarangam Pillai, along with a host of Tamil-Saivite patrons drawn from a 
particular social stratum in both Thirunelvelly, and Ceylon played an important role not only in 
founding and patronizing these organizations but also in terms of their own unique contributions 
in support of such a Tamil-Saivite revival. This paper will focus on exploring and illuminating not 
only the transnational circulations of ideas and people behind the Tamil-Saivite revival but also 
attempt to shed light on the class and caste composition of these figures. 


The Sinhala “Voice:” Ethnic Conflict and the Configuration of Difference in Sri Lanka 


By Christina Davis 


Drawing on ethnographic research in Kandy, Sri Lanka, | explore how speakers in social 
interactions employ the voices of others to construct ethnic difference. | analyze two examples 
where members of a Muslim family—who speak Tamil as a first language—codeswitch from 
Tamil to Sinhala to represent the voices of the Sinhalese “other.” These voices, in turn, are 
associated with suspicion and violence. In the first example, a mother employs the Sinhala 
“voice” to represent her interaction with a Sinhalese security guard at her daughters’ school. In 
the second example, her brother, immediately following a nearby roadside bombing, draws on 
the Sinhala “voice” to represent the inner thoughts of Sinhalase people when they see Tamils 
on the bus. In my analysis, | consider how the speakers draw on multiple resources such as 
codeswitching, shifts in volume and pitch, reported speech, and poetic parallelism to sharpen 
the distinction between the “voice” of the person reporting, and the speech that is being 
reported, thus creating a saturation of difference. | argue that emergent with the employment of 
these “voices” is a moral stance, where speakers, through language, distinguish the “voices” of 
others from their own. This paper contributes to an understanding of how ethnic difference is 
interactionally configured, as well as to the study of everyday violence in Sri Lanka. 


Dominant Community, Incommensurability and the Tamil Plantation Laborer 


By Ravindran Sriramachandran 


The controversies concerning incommensurability have challenged and raised serious doubts 
about the belief that there is — or must be — a determinate, universal, neutral, ahistorical 
framework in which all languages or “vocabularies” can be adequately translated which can 
enable us to evaluate rationally the validity claims made within these disparate languages. 
Every identity, as Connolly argues, whether individual or social, presents us with a fundamental 
and troubling paradox: an identity establishes itself in relation to a set of differences, and it 
operates under powerful pressures to fix, regulate, or exclude some of these differences as 
otherness. The point, for Connolly, is to get ourselves out of arguments that want to fix the self 
and the world once and for all. Is this possible? This paper will look at Planter diaries, reports, 


TSC 2009 - 36 


memoirs from Sri Lanka and Tamil laborer narratives (mainly from reports, songs, ballads) from 
the 19" and early 207 centuries and explore how incommensurability establishes itself as the 
norm. It will trace the establishment of this incommensurability by looking closely at colonial 
sources and epistemologies. Further it will attempt to see the impact of such an idea in our 
world by exploring how this idea replicates itself in the lives of present day plantation labor 
repatriates living in India in their relationship with the local dominant community (personal 
interviews done with repatriates and members of the dominant communities) and explore how 
both sides could never escape the real practical possibility that one may fail to understand 
“alien” traditions and the ways in which they were incommensurable with the tradition that one 
belonged to. 


Session 2 : Panel A: Citizenship, Transnationalism, and the Diaspora 


“Confessions of a Sri Lankan Customs and Immigration officer: Reflections on Race and 
Space at a major Canadian airport.” 


By Sangeetha Navaratnam 


The spaces we occupy are often influenced by social identifiers such as race, gender, ability, 
sexuality and class. Furthermore, areas such as borders are places where these identifiers are 
loaded with even greater significance due to the political nature of the space. This paper uses 
Critical Race Theory and Spatial theory to examine how issues of belonging, power and 
privilege are manifested in the day-to-day practices of boarder crossings. Using personal 
examples and an auto ethnographical approach | am to reflect on my experiences as a Sri 
Lankan Tamil Boarder Services Officer at a large Canadian airport. | use my experiences as a 
Sri Lankan Tamil woman to better understand the ways in which race and space intersect at a 
major international airport. According to Dei “Our knowledge, like all knowledge, is positional 
and reflects human interests” (1996: 14). | am informed by my experiences, and those lived 
experiences also inform my social reality. Therefore, the majority of my observations and 
reflections are focused upon Sri Lankan Tamils who are attempting to cross the border. 
However, as a Sri Lankan Tamil BSO | learned very quickly that at the border interactions are 
not a one way process, it is not only the passengers, who are classed, raced or gendered but 
the officers as well. This collision of my Sri Lankan Tamil identity with that of a BSO became 
especially obvious when | was working because passengers and coworkers often could not 
comprehend a person who has been traditionally marginalized in Canadian working in such a 
powerful position. In this paper | aim to examine the ways in which the space | occupied in the 
airport as a BSO can offer insight into the ways in which these collisions occur and how they are 
experienced from a Sri Lankan Tamil perspective. 


Mapping a Heritage Language Industry: A Genealogy of Transnational Circulations 
within French-Tamil Societies 


By Sonia Das 
The Tamil heritage language industry, which is defined as the system of cultural values and 


ideas integrating the production and distribution of Tamil language commodities for im/migrants 
and their descendants, is more than mere multicultural or modern-day institution. As both 
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transnational and historical phenomena, its incipient practices can also be documented in the 
circulation of linguistic and literary goods within obscure trade circuits, including those existing 
between 19" century colonial French India and sugar plantations in French Guiana and 
between present-day Montreal and other diasporic cities. These routes presuppose specific 
bureaucratic conditions under which language commodities are commissioned, produced, and 
exchanged with Tamil indentured laborers and refugees. In describing and comparing 
transnational circulations of heritage language goods in select French-Tamil societies, this 
paper exposes the diverse language ideologies of spatial belonging implicit in this industry's 
institutional and other material practices. 


| begin by considering the roles that different social actors, including colonial interpreters, state 
administrators, indentured laborers, and refugees, play in the publication, translation, and trade 
of Tamil heritage language goods (e.g. French-Tamil dictionaries, newspapers, course syllabi, 
educational media, religious texts, translators, and devotional speakers). | also ask how 
laborers and refugees’ analogous linguistic repertoires and experiences of post-migratory 
incarceration, immobility, or racialization are refracted by large-scale imperial contests and 
consolidations of state power. Ultimately, | suggest that the timing, directionality, and framing of 
exchanges between linguistic goods in transnational circuits index diasporic Tamils’ efforts to 
map virtual routes of reunification and eventual return despite state efforts to circumscribe 
geopolitical spheres of economic productivity. By both presupposing iconically-bounded spaces 
of localized belonging and entailing indexically-linear spaces of trans-local belonging, the Tamil 
heritage language industry thus paves a genealogy of morally asymmetrical landscapes in the 
wake of its circulations through colonial and post-colonial worlds. 


Circulation of Trauma narratives and the (re)construction of an ‘asylum world’: The 
paradox of transnational living for Tamil asylum-seekers in Canada 


By Jeyanithe A. Karunanithy 


What does it mean to be an asylum-seeker in times of global refugee crisis? This paper 
explores three key issues to comprehend this question: 1) the role of the state in the everyday 
life 2) the politics of trauma and asylum and 3) the strategies of identity re-construction. Having 
faced with arbitrariness, paradoxes and uncertainty (McDowell 1996), asylum-seekers survive 
fear from international terrorism, mass migrations, ongoing political violence and socio- 
economic inequity (Drozdek & Wilson, 2007). Tamils living in Sri Lanka have suffered severe 
socio-economic devastation after three decades of warfare exacerbated by a 1983 pogrom 
(Tambiah 1997; Cheran, 2000; Hyndman, 2003). Tamil refugees are experiencing tightened 
immigration control since 9-11, as they hope to find ‘refuge’ in Canada, their preferred 
destination. Under the circumstances of refugee dilemma, the paper is primarily concerned with 
the circulation of Tamil asylum-seekers and construction of an “asylum diaspora’as a socio- 
cultural and political form of transnational identity, and various challenges and interruptions 
offered to this elusive identity by the paradox of institutional practices of state, refugee law and 
psychiatric practices (e.g., the discourse and diagnosis of PTSD as Nirjhawan, 2005 
emphasised). 


Considering the notion of Canada ‘as an internationally recognised state for its multicultural 
policy valuing diversity and pluralism’ (Berry, 2001; Brunger, 1994), the first part of this paper 
analyses the process of “imagining community” (Anderson, 1986) and Canada’s socio-political 
Space saturated by elements of surplus domination due to its Eurocentric/racist/colonial context 
(Bannerji 2000). The paper also relates to the argument that the construction of an “asylum 
Diaspora” driven by long-distance-nationalism is one of such consequences of a tough 
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experience of marginalised people in exile (Fuglerud, 1999). Based on anthropological 
fieldwork between 2008 and 2010, invovling asylum-seekers, medico-legal authorities, 
representatives of refugee advocacy organisations, settlement workers, IRB officials, 
interpreters and archival material, the second part of the paper examines the development of an 
‘asylum world’ comprising of “status pending” persons who present a complex spectrum of 
post-traumatic (psychological) state, against the backdrop of an emerging discourse on 
transnational (political) state and the formation of transnational identities, relating to its 
implications for transnational kinship and institutional ties globally. The personal narratives of 
forty refugee claimants reveal the ways of Canadian state’s practices -marked by heavy 
‘bureaucratization’ and ‘medicalisation’- trigger the suffering of asylum-seekers who are already 
at the social margins of ‘illegality’ and ‘deportability’. 


Session 2 : Panel ந: Tamil Diaspora: Shifting Cultural Contours (Tamil 
Language Panel) 


ஈழத்‌ தமிழர்களின்‌ புலப்‌ பெயர்வுச்‌ சூழலும்‌ பண்பாட்டூநிலை அசைவியக்கங்களும்‌ 
அமர்வின்‌ தொனிப்‌ பொருளும்‌ கட்டூரைகளின்‌ சாராம்சங்களும்‌: 


இந்த அமர்வு ஈழத்தமிழரின்‌ புலப்பெயர்வுச்‌ சூழலானது தமிழரின்‌ பண்பாட்டு அடையாளங்களில்‌ 
நிகழ்த்தியுள்ள தாக்கங்கள்‌ மற்றும்‌ புதிய பரிமாணங்கள்‌ என்பன தொடர்பான ஒரு தேடல்‌ ஆகும்‌. 
கடந்த ஏறத்தாழ 30 ஆண்டூக்காலப்பகுதியின்‌ இனப்போராட்டச்‌ சூழலில்‌ ஈழத்தமிழர்கள்‌ மேற்கொண்ட 
புலப்பெயர்வுகள்‌ அவர்களின்‌ வாழ்வியலில்‌ பலநிலைத்‌ தாக்கங்களை  ஏற்படூத்தியுள்ளன. அத்துடன்‌ 
அவர்களின்‌ பண்பாட்டு அடையாளங்களின்‌ வரையறைகளைப்‌ புவிப்பரப்புநிலையில்‌ மட்டூமன்றிப்‌ 
பண்புநிலையிலும்‌ அகலப்படுத்தியுள்ளன. இச்சூழலில்‌ தமிழரின்‌ பண்பாடூ தொடர்பாக மரபாக நிலவிவந்த 
பார்வைகள்‌ சில்‌ ஆழமும்‌ அகலமும்‌ பெற்றுள்ளன. இவ்வாறான பண்பாட்டுநிலை அசைவியக்கங்களே 


இந்த ஆய்வு அமர்வின்‌ தொனிப்பொருளாகும்‌. 


புலம்பெயர்ந்து பல்வேறு நாடுகளில்‌ தஞ்சமடைந்தோர்‌ தமது தமிழ்‌ அடையாளத்தைப்‌ பேணிக்‌ 
கொள்வதற்கான ஒரு தொடர்புப்‌ பங்களிப்பை வழங்கியவற்றுள்‌ இலக்கிய இதழ்கள்‌ முக்கிய 
இடத்தைப்‌ பெறுவன. தமிழரின்‌ பண்பாட்டு அடையாளங்களை  இனங்காட்டூவதிலும்‌ அவற்றின்‌ 
அசைவியக்கத்தைப்‌ பதிவுசெய்வதிலும்‌ அவை மேற்கொண்ட நிலைப்பாடுகள்‌ அவற்றின்‌ பெறுபேறுகள்‌ 
என்பன தனியொரு தலைப்பிலே நுணுகிநோக்கப்பட வேண்டிய முக்கியத்துவமுடையவை. இம்முயற்சியை, 
“புலம்பெயர்‌ தமிழரின்‌ பண்பாட்டு அசைவியக்கம்‌ - இதழியல்சார்‌ கண்ணோட்டம்‌.” என்ற 


தலைப்பில்‌ இதழியலாளர்‌ திரு. ௧. நவம்‌ அவர்கள்‌ நோக்கவுள்ளார்‌ 


புலம்பெயர்ந்து பல்வேறுநாடுகளில்‌ புகலடைந்த ஈழத்தமிழர்கள்‌ தமது தமிழ்க்கலைமரபுகள்‌ 
என்றவகையில்‌ பேணிக்கொள்ள முற்பட்டவற்றுள்‌ இசை,.நடனம்‌ என்பன முக்கியமானவையாகும்‌. 
இவ்வாறான இவர்களின்‌ பேணுகையில்‌ அக்கலைமரபுகள்‌ எதிர்கொண்ட பிரச்சினைகள்‌ மற்றும்‌ அவை 


எய்திய புதிய பரிணாமங்கள்‌ என்பன பற்றி ஒரு தேடலைக்‌ கலாநிதி கெளசல்யா சுப்பிரமணியம்‌ 
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அவர்கள்‌. “புலம்‌ பெயர்‌ சூழல்களில்‌ தமிழ்க்‌ கலைமரபின்‌ பேணூுகை - இசை, நடனம்‌ 
ஆகிய கலைகளின்‌ பயில்நிலைகளை மையப்படுத்திய பார்வை.” என்ற தலைப்பில்‌ 
மேற்கொள்கிறார்‌. 

புகலிட வாழ்வியலிலே ஈழத்து இலக்கியவாதிகளின்‌ படைப்பாளுமையில்‌ குறிப்பிடத்தக்க 
மாற்றங்கள்‌ நிகழ்ந்துள்ளன. புதிய வளர்ச்சிநிலைகளும்‌ எய்தப்‌ பட்டுள்ளன. இவை பற்றிய ஒரு 


கணிப்பாக கலாநிதி நா. சுப்பிரமணியம்‌ அவர்களின்‌, புலம்‌ பெயர்‌ தமிழிலகக]யம்‌ 


படைப்பாளுமையின்‌ புதிய எல்லைகள்‌” என்ற தலைப்பிலான கட்டுரை அமையவுள்ளது. 


Tamil Literary journals in the diaspora and their role in cultural transformation 
By K.Navam 

Preservation of Tamil musical and dance heritage in the Diaspora 

By Kausalya Subramanian 

New horizons in Tamil Diasporic literature 


By N.Subramanian 


Paradigm Shift to Population and Changing Patterns of Sociocultural Norms in Northern 
Sri Lanka 


By R. Sivachandran 


During the last three decades, a large number of civilians in Jaffna, Trincomalee, Batticaloa, 
Vavuniya and Amparai, were compelled to move out from their traditional homes for different 
reasons. Many of them became internally displaced refugees. One of the more noticeable 
effects of such displacement was the rupture of roles within the family unit. Within the family, 
each member had specific responsibilities. During the period of social turmoil or conflict, the 
natural functioning of the family became disrupted. Such displacement has both social and 
economic consequences. This paper attempts to highlight and focus attention on issues 
related to water resources and agricultural development In the Northern Region as this 
is a war torn area and there is_ instability both about settlements and _ agricultural 
activities. In the process of discussing the process of transformation that has occurred at 
various levels, | will draw attention to other long term measures related 1௦ re-construction 
and redevelopment in Northern Sri Lanka 
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The Changes Diaspora has made in Sri Lankan Tamils' Life in India 


By Agiilan Thadchanamoorthy 


In the Diasporic Sri Lankan Tamils’ life, economically much impoverished and refugee life's 
very worst survival struggles are faced by the Sri Lankan Tamil refugees in India. This 
research paper is about the changes that the ‘diaspora’ status and wandering around have 
made in their lives. 


Diaspora and wandering as nomads have become big challenges when it comes to keeping 
the Eelam Tamil identities or cultural structures. More specifically, the destruction in Eelam 
Tamil colloquial dialect occurs in Diaspora. When in fact, that is an identity of Eelam Tamils. 


Identity is not always one-sided in nature. It contains shades of different colors inside. Tamils 
have been told as an identity of one ethnic group. However, one cannot approach that identity 
plainly. Inside itself, it [the particular Tamil speaking identity] includes many different national, 
territorial and religious factors. In the [Western] Diaspora there is no outside environment 
where you can speak Tamil. The main outcome of this is that it has changed a generation's 
nature of thinking. In this environment, they have to translate the foreign country's language 
into Tamil inside their minds, and have to conduct a conversation after, understanding the 
words in Tamil. In this process Tamil language is slowly eliminated from their minds. Today, 
Diaspora's second generation's language, in which their thoughts are processed, have 
changed. Mostly as, of the language of whatever the country they live in. 


The way refugee lifestyle in Tamil Naadu eats away our language is different. Even though, in 
the outside it appears as Tamil language functions as one identity, the reality is far way from it. 
Here also, all the above mentioned national, territorial and religious differences function. But 
there are subtle differences between the destruction of language in an European refugee life 
setting and in the Tamil Naadu Eelam Tamil refugee life setting. Though the language in which 
you think or your thoughts are processed is Tamil [in both Eelam & Tamil Naadu], the dialect 
and the ancient words of Eelam and their meanings are losing their colours in Tamil Naadu. 
Tamil as a Big Identity digests the self-identity (or individuality) of Eelam dialect. The word 
'‘Oom' for example, which in colloquial Eelam Tamil is an agreement, becomes fully alien in 
Tamil Naadu setting and is substituted with the word 'Aama’' of Tamil Naadu dialect. Like this, 
all the work-plans of daily life is filled with alternative/substitute words of Tamil Naadu. 


Losing words do not only end with losing dialect. The words and the language are the factors 
that represent an ethnic group's culture. In the refugee life of Eelam Tamils in Tamil Naadu, 
the first step in losining their identity is: to fully change their way of pronouncing their unique 
Eelam Tamil dialect to Tamil Naadu way. If the pronunciation of the language gives me the 
identity of an "Eelam Tamil", | have to abandon it. 


Why do | have to abandon words? Because they betray me. When my mouth speaks the 
Eelam slang, here i am seen as a terrorist. Seeing Eelam Tamils as Tigers or representatives 
of Tigers and calling them secondarily as 'Ceylonese'’ are common in Tamil Naadu. The very 
dialect frightens, pushing them into dangerous grounds, and alienating them from their Tamil 
Naadu social setting, where they happened to live.This results in abandoning of their dialect. 
Apart from this, to assimilate with the social environment they live in, they also tend to 
forcefully adapt the Tamil Naadu dialect into their conversations because of the social 
compulsion to conform. 
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This research paper tries to examine how for the past 3 decades, losing their lands to the war 
and violence and living in Tamil Naadu, has affected the second generation of Eelam Tamil 
refugee community, and whether or not they would be able to keep their identities. The 
Changes Diaspora has made in Sri Lankan Tamils’ Life in India. 


Session 2 - Panel C: Migration, Indigenous Communities, and Art 
Practices: A Dialogue on Linguistic Nationalism 


Karagattam: A Contrastive Study of Tamil Nadu and Karnataka 
By Shiva Prakash 


This paper proposes to look into the Karaga Performance which has its origin in linguistic 
Tamilnadu, and migrated to another linguistic region, Karnataka. It is alive in both the regions 
but in different modes. Called Karagattam in Tamilnadu, Karaga is a widespread performance 
associated with village festivals and worship. Karagam is considered as the substitute for 
Amman, i.e., Sakthi. Karagattam also might have the ritual value like other art forms such as 
Villuppattu, Terukkuthu etc., somehow lost its ‘sacred’ value and degraded to a secular art form. 
This art form is generally considered as ‘obscene’ and their performers also have low social 
status. The performers are either dalit or tribal communities in Tamilnadu. It is very interesting to 
compare this art form with its counterpart in Karnataka. Karagattam migrated to Karnataka and 
adapted to the new socio-cultural context. The performers are considered as a separate caste, 
tigulas, and equal to dalit castes. But they perform this Karaga for Draupadi, thus adapting 
Mahabharatha myth and ultimately become a ‘sacred’ form again. The annual Karaga ritual held 
in Dharmaraya temple in the heart of Bangalore is the most developed form which involves, 
apart from tigula community of performers, all other castes, including Muslims. This paper tries 
to address these interesting questions about the sacred and secular status, the life and status of 
the performers, and art form’s dual position in its different context of tribe, village and 
metropolis. 


Being Nomad, Becoming ‘Native’: Performance, Identity, and Everyday life of Shadow 
Puppet Performers of Tamilnadu 


By S. Karmegam 


This paper looks at the shadow puppet performers of Tamilnadu, who were migrated from 
Maharastra. While the Tamilnadu shadow puppet performers perform Kamban’s Ramayana in 
Kerala, these Marathi performers performed Ramayana stories in rural Tamilnadu. Like 
Karagattam, this art form also lost the ritual significance among the rural Tamil society. The 
performers, who were in constant migration earlier, were forced to settle in one particular place 
due to the present socio-cultural milieu. In a dialogue with the local society, they developed new 
strategies of living and also to make their cultural life meaningful. 


With the support of local community, they started story-telling to the school children through 
their puppets. On the other hand, some of other performers learned Villupattu, another 
performance which has highly ritual importance. Thus, this study raises some series of 
questions on the performance arts, linguistic nationalism, and the agency of the performers. 
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“Karaga, Tigulas, Cultural Life: Transformation of a Performance Tradition in a ‘New’ 
Socio-cultural Context” 


By Krishnamurthy Hanur 


This paper would like to examine the above ideas of migration, indigenous communities, and art 
practices with particular reference to karaga, whose beginnings are traceable to Tamilnadu. 
Though this performance continues to exist in Tamilnadu , it has also become popular in parts 
of South Karnataka where the performing groups migrated. In a dialogue with the local milieu, 
the performance has changed its form and content. For example, the famous annual karaga 
ritual at Dharmaraya temple in Bangalore has restructured itself around the mahabharata myth 
by making the chief ritual actor personify Draupadi. It has also introduced gender impersonation 
where a male performer plays a woman's role. Further, in Karnataka, the karaga performers 
have become an independent caste called tiguias. By juxtaposing karaga performances in the 
two linguistic regions, the paper will examine how migration influences both the performance 
and the performing community. 


This paper looks at the nomadic communities and their dialogue life with the sedentary 
communities of Tamilnadu. At least twenty nomadic communities with different kinds of 
occupations are living all over Tamilnadu. The very existence of these nomadic communities 
cannot be recognized properly by the large scale sedentary communities. But the nomadic 
groups or communities which exist in the outskirts of the caste based society 


Performing in the Peripheral Stage: An Enquiry into the Nature and the Role Ethnic 
Bilingual Nomadic Performers in Tamilnadu 


By A.Dhananjeyan 


For several hundred years were never confine themselves to a particular place but rather they 
move everywhere cutting across the boundaries of both rural and urban centers in the vast 
areas of Tamilnadu. Though these communities are found at their mobility continuously, they 
keep their social system and their identity intact. At the same time it cannot be denied that they 
have been influenced by means of socio-cultural elements of the Tamil sedentary communities. 
As they have to depend upon the former for their livelihood, they have designed their 
occupations depending upon the nature of the needs of the sedentary communities. In 
accordance with the above, their occupations such as performance, religious services, medical 
practices, divination, craft-making, lead-coating, begging etc, have been designed with the 
intention of getting the patronage of the sedentary groups. Hence, these cultural forms evidently 
have the influence of the religiosity, worldview, ethos etc., of the Tamil sedentary communities. 
In this context certain question arises with regard to the status of the nomadic performers in the 
social milieu of the sedentary communities and also the role of other cultural forms manipulated 
by the nomadic craftsmen, diviners, medicinal practitioners and trainers. The views expressed 
above will be seriously addressed and discussed extensively in this article. Performing in the 
peripheral stage: An enquiry into the nature and the role ethnic bilingual nomadic performers in 
Taminadu. 
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Session 3 - Panel A: SAVAC (South Asian Visual Arts Centre): Roundtable 
on Representing Protest Discussing the Tamil Diaspora Demonstrations 


SAVAC organized three artist-led community workshops throughout the spring of 2010 that 
examined the 2009 Tamil diaspora demonstrations in Toronto. Participants explored how these 
events relate to ideas of multiculturalism, transnational and diaspora political models, and other 
similar demonstrations in Canada and around the world. The workshops aimed to activate the 
voices that get lost in the dominant representations of the protests, and create a broader 
dialogue around the political and performative aspects of the protests. Facilitating artists 
considered photographic and documentary practices; public space, ownership, citizenship; the 
use of language by spectator and participant alike; sound and the body as a device of 
resistance. The roundtable discussion will involve SAVAC creative staff Haema Sivanesan and 
Koko Kurunathan and artist facilitators Gitanjali Lena (poetry/spoken word) and Nahed Mansour 
(performance art), as well as workshop participants who discuss the experience of and the 
outcomes from the artistic process. 


Session 3 - Panel B: Constituting Constitution for Sri Lanka 
Back to the Future: Federalism and the Promised Land 

By Vasuki Nesiah 

Post-Election Prospects for a Political Solution in Sri Lanka 

By Rohan Edrisinha 

Muslim Political Elites in Post-war Sri Lanka: Marginality and Plurality 
By A.R.M. Imtiyaz 


Articulating the Concerns of the Ethnic Minorities in Relation to 
Constitutional reform 


By Devanesan Nesiah 


Plenary Lecture 


By Sanjay Subrahmanyam 
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Bate, Bernard 


Dr. Bate's research focuses on Tamil, South Asia, language, politics, gender and 
the historical ethnography of language. Previous research examined political and 
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and Human Rights for Engineers at many universities and for the IEEE and the 
Scholars at Risk Network. A sample of his numerous publications in the 
humanities and social sciences includes the two papers “Human Rights in the 
Engineering Curriculum” ( /nt. J. for Eng. Educ., Vol. 18, No. 6,, pp. 618-626, 
2002), and, with, D. Hoole, “Asian Values and the Human Rights Basis of 
Professional Ethics” (/nt. J. for Eng. Educ., Vol. 21, No.3, pp. 402-414, April 
2005) and the three books The Exile Returned: A Self-portrait of the Tamil 
Vellahlahs of Jaffna, Sri Lanka (Colombo: Aruvi Publishers, 1997), C. W. 
Thamotharampillai, Tamil Revivalist: The Man Behind the Legend of Tamil 
Nationalism (Colombo: ICES, 1997), and Enforcing Human Rights: Towards an 
Egalitarian Sri Lanka (Colombo: ICES, 2003). 
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Inglis, Stephen 


Dr. Stephen Inglis, is Senior Curator at the Canadian Museum of Civilization 
(CMC). As an anthropologist, curator and lecturer, Dr. Inglis has specialized in 
South Asian artists and their communities and in Canadian folk art and craft 
traditions. As Chief of the Canadian Centre for Folk Culture Studies in the early 
1990s, he built the CMC’s outstanding national fine craft collection. From 1998 
until 2007, he was Director-General, Research and Collections. He has 
developed field collections in several museums, including the Museum of 
Anthropology at the University of British Columbia. Dr. Inglis is an Adjunct 
Professor of Art History at Carleton University, and has extensive teaching and 
publishing experience in the fields of anthropology, folklore and art history. He 
has chaired conferences and lectured around the world on crafts, South Asian 
culture, and museology. Since 1974, Dr. Inglis has been associated with the 
Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, which promotes academic and cultural exchange 
between India and Canada. As a fellow, board member, committee chair and 
executive member, he has championed the cause of mutual understanding and 
exchange between institutions in Canada and India. He has also collaborated on 
cultural exchange projects with China and Russia. 


Dr. Inglis holds a B.A. and Ph.D. in Anthropology from the University of British 
Columbia and an M.A. in Museology and Indian Art from Calcutta University in 
India, where he studied Indian art and architecture, folk arts and crafts, and 
ethnography of tribal societies. He also received a Certificate in Tamil Language 
and South Indian Culture from Madurai-Kamaraj University in Madurai, India. 


Jegathesan, Mythri 


Mythri Jegathesan is currently a doctoral candidate in the Department of 
Anthropology at Columbia University. Her research interests include plantation 
laborer communities; urban migration and foreign remittances; gender and age 
dynamics; NGOs and development in Sri Lanka; semeiotics and pragmatism; 
subaltern group life; political representation, citizenship, and minority rights (in 
British Ceylon and postcolonial Ceylon and Sri Lanka). Her dissertation is 
currently entitled, “Plantation Life and the Politics of Development: Sustaining 
Community among Hill Country Tamil Tea Estate Workers in Central Sri Lanka.” 


Jothilingam, Yalini 


Yalini Jothilingam is an undergraduate Sociology student at York University. With 
her pen name 'Nivedha’, she has been writing poems, short stories, articles and 
columns in various Tamil literary magazines (Kalam, Sarinihar, Anangu) and 
newspapers (Vaikarai, Puthiya Samatharmam) since 2005. She was also 
employed as one of the Assistant Editors of ‘Puthiya Samatharmam’, a registered 
monthly newspaper in Sri Lanka. Apart from writing, she had worked with some 
short film productions of Scriptnetsl, Colombo in 2007. Her credits include the 
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film ‘The Diamond Ring’ in which she worked as the Director's Assistant 
(November 2007). She had presented a paper on ‘Being a woman and a 
Traveller — based on feminist travel writings’ at the Women’s day conference, 
2008 held at Women’s Education and Research Centre (WERC), Colombo and 
also on ‘Rereading texts and traditions’ at the 27" International Tamil Women 
Writers’ Conference held at Scarborough Civic Centre in July 2008 and served 
as one of the Jury members at the 7" International Tamil Short Film Festival held 
in November 2008. 


Kanaganayakam, Chelva 


Prof. Kanaganayakam is a Professor in the Department of English at the 
University of Toronto and is also the Director for the Centre for South Asian 
Studies at the University of Toronto. His research interests are in Southeast 
Asian literature, contemporary Indian and Sri Lankan writing, literature of exile 
and postcolonial theory. His major publications include: Moveable Margins: The 
Shifting Spaces of Canadian Literature (2005); Counterrealism and Indo Anglian 
Fiction (2002); Lutesong and Lament: Tamil Writing from Sri Lanka (2001); Dark 
Antonyms and Paradise: The Poetry of Rienzi Crusz (1997); Configurations of 
Exile: South Asian Writers and Their World (1995), and Structures of Negation: 
The Writings of Zulfikar Ghose (1993). 


K, Navam 


Navam, a well known writer, critic, dramatist, actor and a translator, holds a 
bachelor’s degree in Political Science and a master’s degree in Agricultural 
Economics from the University of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. He started writing short 
stories in the 60’s and has won many awards and recognitions for them, 
including a medal from Sri Lankan Sahitya Academy in 1964. His short stories, 
articles and plays have been published in many prominent Tamil dailies, 
Canadian periodicals, and web based magazines. His collections of short stories 
‘Ullum Puramum’ has the distinction of being the first Tamil story collection 
published in Canada. It also won the Gold model at the all Ceylon Creative 
Writing Contest held by the Government of Sri Lanka in 1984. ‘Unmaikalin 
Mauna Oorvalangal, is another collection of his articles on International politics, 
published in Canada (1991). He has done pioneering work as a playwright and 
director. His play ‘Iniyoru Vithi Seivom’ is widely considered to be the first 
attempt at serious modern Tamil Theatre in Canada. Navam is also a publisher 
whose publishing house ‘Nankaavathu Parimaanam’ has published 14 
collections of poems, short stories and essays, among other works. As the editor 
and publisher of ‘Nankaavathu Parimaanam,’ a Canadian Tamil literary 
magazine published in the early 90’s, Navam is presently focusing on serious 
researches on literary magazines of diasporic Tamils. 
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Karmegam, 5. 


5. Karmegam is a doctoral student in Theatre and Performance Studies, School 
of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi. His research 
interests include Healing & Ritual studies, Performance studies, and Folkloristics. 
His doctoral research is about the Kalari festival traditions of Southern 
Tamilnadu. 


Keshavamurthy, Kiran 


Kiran Keshavamurthy is a Ph.D. candidate in the department of South and 
Southeast Asian Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. His Masters 
thesis, Desire, Pleasure and Cinema: Jeyakantan’s The Construction Worker 
who went to the Cinema, explores the mediation and circulation of sexual desire 
and pleasure through the viewing of cinema that undermines any stable 
opposition between desire and identification in one of Jeyakantan’s early 
novellas. Kiran’s research interests include sexuality and gender studies in 
modern Tamil fiction. He is currently writing his dissertation with the support of 
the University of California’s Regents Graduate Fellowship. 


Leucci, Tiziana 


Tiziana Leucci studied ballet and contemporary dance at the National Academy 
of Dance, Rome. She graduated in History of the Performing Arts and Indology at 
the University of Bologna, Italy, with a dissertation on Indian dances. With the 
help of Indo-ltalian government scholarships, she spent twelve years in India 
(1987-1999) to learn bharata natyam in Kalakshetra, das/ attam with V.S. 
Muthuswamy Pillai, T.K. Pattammal and Kadur Venkatalakshamma, and odissi 
with Kelucharan Mohapatra. A lecturer of Italian Language and Literature at 
Madras University, she then went to France to complete a Ph.D. thesis in Social 
Anthropology and Ethnology on the artistic and socio-religious tradition of Indian 
temple and court dancers (devadasi and rajadas/) at the Ecole des Hautes 
Etudes en Sciences Sociales, Paris. Member of the International Dance Council 
of UNESCO and the Italian Association of Dance Research, Leucci collaborates 
with universities, research institutes, opera houses and museums in India, 
Europe and the USA. She is a performer and a dance teacher. 


Mani, Preetha 


Preetha Mani is a Ph.D. candidate in the department of South and Southeast 
Asian Studies at the University of California, Berkeley. Her dissertation, Gender 
and Genre: Hindi and Tamil short story writing and the framing of the postcolonial 
Indian nation, 1950-1970, explores the diverse constructions Indian selfhood and 
citizenship expressed in Hindi and Tamil short story writing in the wake of 
Independence. Preetha’s research interests include modern Hindi and Tamil 
literature, translation studies, and gender studies. She is currently finishing her 
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dissertation with the support of the University of California Regent’s Intern 
Fellowship. 


Maunaguru, Sidharthan 


Sidharthan Maunaguru is currently a Ph.D candidate in the Department of 
Anthropology, Johns Hopkins University. His research interests include Kinship, 
Marriage, Violence, Law, and Diaspora. He also teaches at the University of 
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 


Nanthikesan, S 


Nanthikesan is a founder co-editor of the online magazine Lines (www.lines- 
magazine.org). Lines emerged out of an interest in creating a space in the 
blogosphere for deliberation and dissent in engagement with political debates in 
Sri Lanka and the diaspora. Nanthi was born in Sri Lanka and did his 
undergraduate degree at University of Peradeniya (1977-1981) and taught there 
from 1981- 1983 August before leaving for graduate studies. He currently resides 
in New York City, USA and focuses mainly on matters related to development. 


Navaratnam, Sangeetha 


Sangeetha Navaratnam is a M.Ed. Candidate at the Ontario Institute for Studies 
in Education at the University of Toronto enrolled in a collaborative program in 
South Asian Studies. She is also an elementary school teacher who has a 
specialization in urban education. Her current research interests include 
qualitative research methodology within the field of Sociology, Education and 
South Asian diaspora, more specifically, in the area of critical race theory and 
education. In particular, her area of analysis is theorizing education as it relates 
to the South Asian Diaspora in Canada by examining both barriers to education 
for South Asian youth and ideas surrounding the mode minority myths. 


Nesiah, Devanesan 


Devanesan Nesiah is consultant the Center for Policy Alternatives in Colombo. 
He received his Doctor of Public Administration at Harvard University in 1989. 
Among many honors in his career as public administrator, he has recently been 
a Visiting Fellow at the Institute on Race and Social Division, Boston University, 
at the Human Rights Program at Harvard University. 


Nesiah, Vasuki 
Vasuki Nesiah teaches in international relations and gender at Brown University 
where she teaches on human rights law. She received her J.D. and S.J.D. from 


Harvard law school. She is currently working on a project that analyzes the 
history of the international human rights field in addressing legacies of atrocity 
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from the Nuremberg prosecutions to the work of the International Criminal Court 
and other contemporary transitional justice institutions 


Pandalangat, Nalini 


Nalini Pandalangat is working at the Centre for Addiction and Mental Health as 
Manager of the Community Support and Development, and the Income 
Maintenance and Advocacy Program Teams in the Community Support and 
Research Unit. Prior to this she managed a post-tsunami initiative undertaken by 
CAMH, through CIDA funding in Sri Lanka. Through this project a number of 
mental health and addiction services were either set up or enhanced, especially 
in the North and East of Sri Lanka. She is a collaborator on the Tamil Mental 
Health Research Project undertaken by the University of Toronto. She has a 
Masters and Post Masters Degree in Psychiatric Social Work from the National 
Institute of Mental Health and Neuro Sciences, India, a premier mental health 
institution in Asia. Currently she is doing her PhD at the University of Toronto, 
under the supervision of Dr. Mary Seeman. Her focus is on cultural issues in 
depression. She is the recipient of the 2006 Helen Marion Walker Soroptomist 
Award for gender based research. Nalini has worked as a mental health 
consultant for around 10 years, in the corporate, health and social service 
sectors in India. She has provided information and guidance for psycho- social 
issues through a popular television channel in India. 


Nalini is committed to research transfer, health promotion and gender sensitive, 
culturally competent program development initiatives. 


Philips, Amali 


Amali Philips is a lecturer in social and cultural anthropology at Wilfrid Laurier 
University. Her research interests include kinship and marriage, social 
stratification, gender and ethnicity, dowry and women’s entitlements, gender and 
citizenship and multiculturalism. Her publications include: “Gendering Colour: 
Identity, Femininity and Marriage in Kerala,” in Anthropologica. 46:2 (2004); 
“Stridhanam: Rethinking Dowry, Inheritance and Women’s Resistance among the 
Syrian Christians of Kerala,” in Anthropologica, 45: 2 (2003); “The 
Kinship,Marriage and Gender Experiences of Tamil Women in Sri Lanka’s Tea 
Plantations,” in Contributions to Indian Sociology, 39:1 (2005); “Rethinking 
culture and development: marriage and gender among tea plantations workers in 
Sri Lanka,” in Gender and Development.11: 2 (2003) and “The Dilemmas of 
Identity Construction: Gender, Space and Ethnicity among the Estate Tamils’, R. 
Philips (ed), Sri Lanka: Global Challenges and National Crises. Proceedings of 
the Hector Abhayavardhana Felicitation Symposium (Social Science Association, 
2001. She has a forthcoming paper on: “Multiculturalism and Its Discontents: 
Personal laws, Women’s Rights and Cultural Rights” (Anthropologica). 
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Raman, Bhavani 


Bhavani Raman is an Assistant Professor of History in Princeton University. Her 
research interests are in early colonial bureaucracy of the East India Company in 
Madras Presidency and on pedagogical practices in the Tamil region. She is 
currently working on a book manuscript on recordkeeping practices and 
Company office culture in early nineteenth century Madras. 


Satkunaratnam, Ahalya 


Ahalya Satkunaratnam received her Ph.D. in Critical Dance Studies from the 
Department of Dance at the University of California, Riverside in 2009. She is 
currently a Lecturer in the Department of Political Science at Northeastern Illinois 
University and in Women and Gender Studies at Columbia College Chicago. Her 
research interests include the political significance of Bharata Natyam as a dance 
form in Sri Lanka, civil war and cultural production, and dance ethnography. 


Seastrand, Anna 


Anna Seastrand is a doctoral candidate at Columbia University in New York. Her 
dissertation examines paintings of the Tamil region 1500-1800 and is advised by 
Vidya Dehejia. She has studied Tamil language since 2001, and is fortunate to 
have studied the language at the University of Wisconsin-Madison, American 
College-Madurai, AllS-Madurai,and at Columbia University. Her undergraduate 
honors thesis concerned Mughal painting and costume during the reign of 
Jahangir, and was advised by Philip Wagoner at Wesleyan University in 
Connecticut. 


Segran, Elizabeth 


Elizabeth Segran is a Doctoral Candidate studying under George Hart in the 
Tamil Studies Program at UC Berkeley. She will be receiving her PhD from the 
Department of South and Southeast Asian Studies with a designated emphasis 
in Women, Gender and Sexuality. Her area of focus is classical Tamil poetry, 
particularly the anthologies of Sangam love poems. She is currently completing 
her dissertation, Expressions of Desire and the Desire for Expression: 
Constructions of Gender and Sexuality in Classical Tamil Poetry. |ஈ her work, 
she deploys a range of feminist theories in her literary analysis of the Sangam 
texts. Her larger project is concerned with the methodology of applying theories 
of sexuality forged within the modern, Western context to other time periods and 
cultures. She is also working on a volume of annotated translations of the Vaiyai 
poems from the Paripadal with her colleague V. N. Muthukumar. She is 
supported by fellowships from the University of California, the Center for the 
Study of Sexual Culture and the Mustard Seed Foundation. 
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Shanmuganathan, Vasuki 


Vasuki Shanmuganathan is a PhD candidate in the Collaborative Program in 
German and Women & Gender Studies at the University of Toronto. Her 
research interests include visual and literary productions of gender, colonialism 
and childhood in Germany during the nineteenth and twentieth century. Her 
SSRHC funded dissertation investigates the role of colonial Ceylon in German 
colonial pursuits and how it relates to constructions of German childhood and 
masculinity at the turn of the century. 


Shiva Prakash, H.S. 


Professor HS Shiva Prakash(b.15.06.1954) is an eminent poet and playwright 
from Karnataka. He is currently Dean, School of Arts and Aesthetics, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University. His research areas of interest include comparative literature, 
translation, theatre studies and Bhakti studies. He has about 30 publications in 
Kannada in the areas of poetry, translation, drama and criticism. His poems and 
plays have been translated, published and staged in different Indian languages 
and English. He has several publications in English, including Traditional 
Theatres of India and Vachanas (forthcoming), translation of Medieval Kannada 
devotional poetry. He is the winner of several book prizes and awards from 
prestigious institutions. These include Sangeet Natak Akademi Award(1996), 
HRD Fellowship in the field of Literature(1996) and Karnataka Nataka Akademi 
Award. He is Honorary Fellow, School of Letters, University of lowa, lowa, USA. 
He has travelled, lectured and read his works in USA, Canada, Japan, China, 
Bangladesh and Europe. 


Shreen, Kala 


Kala currently works as the Associate Dean for Research and Faculty of Dept. of 
Sociology at MOP Vaishnav College for Women, (affiliated with University of 
Madras) Chennai, India. She is also the Initiator/Director of Cultural Dynamics 
and Emotions Network (CDEN) at Queen’s University Belfast, U.K. Her principal 
research interests include religion, diaspora, rituals, emotions, visual culture, 
community studies and development. Her research has been sponsored by 
Charles Wallace India Trust, London in 2007 and Department of Foreign Affairs 
and International Trade, Canada and International Council for Canadian Studies 
in 2008. She received an award for international scholars from the Society for 
the Scientific Study of Religion in the U.S. in 2006 to present a paper on the 
Nagarathars at their Annual Conference. Her documentary film ‘Little Traditions 
of Tamilnadu’ was screened at Rice University and University of Houston, U.S.A. 
in 2005 and in Queen's University Belfast, U.K. in 2006 accompanied by lectures 
on ‘Sidewalk Hinduism’. She has also scripted and directed a documentary film 
and authored a book “Return of the Rituals: Rites of Passage of Nagarathar 
Children” in 2009. One of her recent article is “The Social Function of Religion: A 
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Case of the Nattukottai Chettiars” in /nternational Research Journal of Social 
Sciences, 2008, Vol. 1, No. 2, July/Dec, p 65-75. 


Simich, Laura 


Dr. Laura Simich is a Scientist in Social Equity and Health Research at the 
Centre for Addiction and Mental Health, Toronto; Assistant Professor in the 
Department of Psychiatry and the Department of Anthropology, University of 
Toronto; and Health and Wellbeing Domain Leader at the Ontario Metropolis 
Centre. An anthropologist with expertise in qualitative methods and community- 
based research, her research focuses on sociocultural determinants of mental 
health among immigrants and refugees and aims to inform policy and promote 
community mental health. 


Sivachandran, R. 


Prof R Sivachandran is currently working as a Dean of the Informatics Institute of 
Technology affiliated to the University of Westminster U.K. He has been working 
at the University of Peradeniya as a lecturer in the Department of Geography 
and then served at the University of Kelaniya. Since 1980 he was working as 
senior lecturer at the University of Jaffna . He also held the position as a Head of 
the Geography Department and the Acting Head in the Department of 
Sociology. Since 2004-2007 he was holding the position of the Dean of the 
faculty of Arts University of Jaffna.He also served as a coordinator Extra-mural 
studies in the University of Jaffna. Apart from the Administrative carrier he was in 
the area of Lecturing in the Department of geography for more than 30 Years. 


As at present he is serving as a controller of panel to the A/Level Exam paper 
marking. He has published the following Books and Publications. 


¢ The Tamils Traditional Region in SriLanka. Agricultural Resources and 
Utilization. 


Akilam Publishers. Jaffna 1996. 


உ Upcountry Tamils . Co-Author , Dr Kumari Jayawadene, Ponni 
Publishers. 
Adaiyaru ,Madras 1987 


உ The growth of the settlement and population characteristics of the Vanni 
Region of Sri Lanka. 
Teepam Institute 1993. 


¢ The Fishing Industry in Jaffna. 


Theepam Institute 1990 
உ The Economy Of Jaffna. 
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Theepam Institute. 1989 


Research methodology and Agricultural development plan 


Akilam ,Social Science Monograph Jaffna 1988 
Aricles. 


Natural Hazards, Seminar paper presented at the annual session of the 
Jaffna science Association 1994. 

Altenate Energy Resources for us : Jaffna Geographer ,Uni. Of Jaffna 
1994Vol 09. The journal of the Uni. Geographical Society , Dept of 
Geography .Uni. of Jaffna.1994 

The population charecterristics of socio-economic conditions of the 
plantation workers of Indian origin in Srilanka. 

Aaivu, Vol 1 1987. 


Mutttu lyankaddu Youth colonization scheme : an Agro geographical 
Review. 
Chinnthnai Vol 111 , Faculty of Arts , Uni.of Jaffna. 1985. 


Agricultural development in the vanni Region of Sri Lanka 
Chinthanai Vol 11 Faculty of Arts, Uni. Of Jaffna 1984 


Agrobased Industrial Expansion in the NorthEast province of SriLanka. 
Jaffna Geographer, Vol 14, Journal of the Geographical society ,Dept of 
Geography Uni. Of Jaffna 1987. 


Agricultural Land Reforms in Srilanka , Jaffna Geographer, The Journal 
of the Jaffna University. 

Demographic Characteristic s of the Tamils in the Northern and Eastern 
perovinces of Srilanka Vol 111, Tamil Uni. Tanjavur- India 1984 

Water conservation in Jaffna 

Nangooram. Vol 03 Social science Monthly Magazine Jaffna 1995 


Poverty in Third World .Nangooram, Social science Monthly Magazine 
Jaffna 1993. 


Editing Journals. 


Editor, Chinthanai, The Journal of the Faculty of Arts, Uni. Of Jaffna 1996 
Editorial Advisor —Markam Journal of the study of society economy and 
culture ,Marga Institute Colombo 1992 

Cosultant , Jaffna Geographer Vol 05. The Journal of the Geographical 
Society ,Uni, of Jaffna . Honorary Posts held. 

President —University Teacher’s Association 1998-2000 

Senior member —SLRC 

Zonal Chairman-Lions Club of Jaffna 2009. 

Consultant  —Jaffna Environmental protection society Irrigation 
Department , Kachcheri, Jaffna. 
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Soneji, Davesh 


Davesh Soneji teaches South Asian religions in the Faculty of Religious Studies 
at McGill University, Montreal. His research and teaching focuses on gender, 
ritual and performance in Tamil and Telugu-speaking South India. Prof. Soneji is 
co-editor, with Indira Viswanathan Peterson of Performing Pasts: Reinventing the 
Arts in Modern South India (Oxford University Press, 2008), and was recently 
commissioned by Oxford University Press to create Bharatanatyam: A Reader 
(2010). He is currently completing a social history of professional dancing women 
in Tamil and Telugu-speaking South India entitled Unfinished Gestures: 
Devadasis, Modernity and Memory in South India. 


Sriramachandran, Ravindran 


Ravindran Sriramachandran (Ravi) did my PhD at Columbia University in 
Anthropology and presently teach at the American University in Sharjah. 


Subramanian, Narendra 


Narendra Subramanian studies the politics of ethnicity, nationalism, religion, 
gender and race, primarily in the context of postcolonial India. His work explores 
the role of identity politics in political mobilization, electoral competition, public 
culture, and public policy; the functioning of democracies amidst social 
inequalities with long histories; and different ways in which policymakers and 
citizens attempt to resolve the tensions between official secularism and the 
significant presence of religion in public life. He is Associate Professor of Political 
Science at McGill University. His book, Ethnicity and Populist Mobilization: 
Political Parties, Citizens and Democracy in South India (Oxford University 
Press, 1999), explored how mobilization behind language and caste banners 
strengthened democracy in parts of India. He is completing a book manuscript 
titled Nation and Family: Cultural Pluralism, Gender Inequality and Personal Law 
in India, which examines the changes in the personal laws specific to religious 
group in India. Another current project of his compares the change in caste 
relations in India and race relations in the United States since the sustained 
enfranchisement of the lower castes and African-Americans, focusing on two 
regions of particularly high ascriptive inequalities - the Kaveri delta in southern 
India and the Mississippi delta in the southern United States. He received his 
B.A. from Princeton University, and his M.A. and Ph.D. from the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology. 


Subrahmanyam, Sanjay 
Professor Subrahmanyam teaches at the University of California in Los Angeles, 
where he is holder of the Navin and Pratima Doshi Chair of Indian History. He 


was born and educated in New Delhi, and he received his PhD in Economic 
History at the Delhi School of Economics. Prof. Subrahmanyam teaches courses 
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on medieval and early modern South Asian and Indian Ocean history; the history 
of European expansion, the comparative history of early modern empires, and 
world history. He is also Joint Managing Editor of the Indian Economic and Social 
History Review. 


His many publications include: The Political Economy of Commerce: Southern 
India, 1500-1650, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990. (with V. 


Narayana Rao and David Shulman), Symbols of Substance: Court and State in 
Nayaka-period Tamil Nadu, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 1992. The 
Portuguese Empire in Asia, 1500-1700: A Political and Economic History, 
London and New York: Longman, 1993. Penumbral Visions: Making Polities in 
Early Modern South India, Delhi/Ann Arbor: Oxford University Press/University of 
Michigan Press, 2001. (with Velcheru Narayana Rao and David Shulman) 
Textures of Time: Writing History in South India, 1600-1800, New Delhi/New 
York, Permanent Black/Other Books, 2001/2003. Explorations in Connected 
History: From the Taqus to the Ganges, Delhi: Oxford University Press, 2004 





Thadchanamoorthy, Agiilan 


Agilan Thadchanamoorthy was born in 1983 in war torn Northern Part of Sri 
Lanka and lived in Kilinochchi until his departure to India in 2006. In Kilinochchi, 
he was a journalist, photographer and blogged occasionally. Agilan's interests in 
arts and visual media has drawn him towards world cinema and making of 
cinema, which allows him work as an assistant director in Chennai. Furthermore, 
his interests in writing and publishing has made him the publishing, distributing 
and online marketing personnel of Vadaly Publishers 
[http://vadaly.com/shop/?page_id=252]. His published works __ include: 
thanimaiyin nilal kudai [poetry collection, published in 2007] & auto-fiction 
Maranaththin vaasanai [The Smell of Death, 2008]. The Blog he maintains from 
early 2006 is: agiilankanavu.blogspot.com and his current website is: 
http://www.agiilan.com/. 


Vaitheespara, Ravi 


Ravi Vaitheespara is Associate Professor of History at the University of 
Manitoba. His major focus of research interest is in the study of Tamil nationalism 
on both sides of the Palk Strait and its relationship to broader political 
developments as well as caste and class struggles. He is also interested in the 
various anti-caste movements as well as the left movements in the region. His 
recent publications include, Theorizing the National Crisis: Sanmugathasan, the 
Left and the Ethnic Conflict in Sri Lanka (2007); "The Question of Colonialism 
and Imperialism in Tamil Nationalist Thought: The Case of Maraimalai Adigal and 
non-Brahmin Tamil nationalism in Southern India in Imagining Collectives: 
Continuities, Changes and Contestations: The Second Annual Tamil Studies 
Conference (forthcoming); "Christianity, Missionary Orientalism and the Origins 
of Tamil Modernity" in Andreas Gross, Y. Vincent Kumaradoss & Heike Liebau 
(eds.) Halle and the Beginning of Protestant Christianity in India. Vol. Il: Christian 
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Mission in the Indian Context (2006); "Beyond 'Benign' and_ ‘Fascist’ 
Nationalisms: Interrogating Sri Lankan Tamil Nationalism and Militancy," South 
Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies 29 no.3 (2006). 


Viswanath, Rupa 


Rupa Viswanath is Assistant Professor of South Asia Studies at the University of 
Pennsylvania.Her research concerns the modern history, politics and religions of 
modern India, especially the Tamil south. She is currently working on a book 
about “the Pariah” in 19th and early 20th century Madras that brings together 
many of her more specific interests: the historical transformations of agrestic 
servitude in South India, the emergence of modern Indian secularism, the 
relations among caste, class and religion, and the forms of political 
representation in India. Her most recent essay is “Spiritual slavery, material 
malaise: “untouchables” and the elaboration of neutrality in colonial south India,” 
forthcoming in Historical Research. 


Whitaker, Mark 


Dr. Whitaker's current research interests center on Tamil, Sri Lanka, politics, 
media, diaspora, and nationalism. In addition to the book, Learning Politics from 
Sivaram: The Life and Death of a Revolutionry Journalist in Sri Lanka (2007), 
recent publications include Amiable Incoherence: Manipulating Histories and 
Modernities in a Batticaloa Hindu Temple (1999) and "TamilNet.com: Some 
reflections on Popular Anthropology, Nationalism, and the Internet" in 
Anthropological Quarterly 77:3 (2004). 


Young, Katherine 


Katherine Young is Professor of Hinduism at McGill University. Her research interests 
are Hinduism, religions of Tamil Nadu, Hindu ethics, and gender and religion. Her major 
publications include, "The Image- incarnation: Religion, Philosophy, and Sectarian 
Politics in the Evolution of Srivaisnavism" Studies in Hinduism, vol. 4 (forthcoming), "Om, 
the Vedas, and the Status of Women with Special Reference to Srivaisnavism" in Jewels 
of Authority: Women and Textual Tradition in Hindu India (2002), "The Spirit and the 
Bride say Come: Continuing a Hindu-Christian Dialogue," Journal of Vaisnava Studies 
6:5 (1998), "Theology Does Help Women's Liberation: Srivaisnavism, a Case Study," 
Journal of Vaisnava Studies 3 (1995), and "The Meeting of Two Great Traditions: 
Migration into Tamil Nadu (500-900 C.E.)," in Ethnicity, Identity, Migration: The South 
Asian Context (1993). 
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Call for Papers 
Parimaanam: Images, Embodiments and Contestations 


Sixth Annual Tamil Studies Conference 


University of Toronto, May 12-14, 2011 


The conference organizers invite papers and panel proposals on the ways in which ° 
images, aesthetic representations and constructs of various kinds have played a 
significant role in constructing and destabilising ways of being Tamil. The conference 
organizers welcome papers and panels that discuss, from the perspectives offered by 
different disciplines and fields, how notions of Tamil-ness have been imagined, 
identified and embodied in historical, political, cultural and aesthetic practices that 
engage _ intellectual perception and subjective response through a range of materials, 
technologies, visions, models and movements which help fashion ways of being Tamil. 


Guiding questions would include: 


Constructing and Reinforcing: What role do aesthetics and performances play in the 
intervention within and the shaping of political debate? How are aesthetics and the body 
theorised within the context of Tamil poetics? How do either text or performance 
establish normative ways of seeing, looking and moving and, thereby, shape canonicity 
and mythology? How do artists, their publics and their mediators, how do theorists, 
teachers, and consumers of objects, photographs, movies, installations, fetishes and 
lifestyles contribute to experimenting, imagining and experiencing what it is that 
embodies being Tamil? 


Destabilising and Deconstructing: How does public performance of protest or dissent 
interrogate the binaries of the local and the global, the modern and the medieval, 
national and the transnational, the “homeland” and the diaspora? What are the ways in 
which pre-modern Tamil conceptual categories disrupt or interrogate the binaries of 
mind and body or local and foreign? How is gender performed and disrupted with Tamil 
spaces and geographies? What are the sociocultural matrixes of Tamil bodies? Is there 
a specifically Tamil history of vision which mediates between the observer and the 
objects visualised? 


We welcome individual or panel proposals from all disciplines, and from scholars, 
students, artists, writers and activists, including proposals that address questions that 
are not listed here. Papers on the diaspora, can range beyond the theme of the 
conference, though preference will be given to those that do engage the theme more 
directly. 


Submission Deadline: August 31, 2010 
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Donors 


Academic Institutions 


* University of Toronto 
உ Trinity College 
¢ Asian Institute 


¢ Centre for South Asian Studies 


* University of Windsor 
உ. Department of Sociology and Anthropology 
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences 


Office of the Vice-President Research 


General Donors and In-Kind Donors 


உ NJ Nadarajah (Signature Realty) 
உ. Polairus Technologies Inc. (Aravinthan Enamparam) 
¢ Raj and Kumudhini Thavaraj 
¢ Roshan Thiru and Rohan Thiru 
¢ Santhakumar Medicine Professional Corporation 
Sugy and Sadhyesh Magendran 
Suki Mahalingam 


Platinum Donors 


£ Canadian Tamil Congress 


Gold Donors 


உ Bahi Kandavel 

* Canadian Tamils’ Chamber of Commerce 
* The Law Office of Gary Anandasangaree 
* The Selvarajah Family 


உ Sutha Somasundaram 
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Silver Donors 


¢ Jaffna Hindu College Old Students Association 
உ. Kuhan Paramsothy 
¢ Life 100 Insurance & Financial Services (Sritharan Thurairajah) 


உ. The Magendran Family 


Bronze Donors 


* Axis Arogya Pharmacy 
உ Arthur Fire Protection Inc. 
¢ Mohan & Mohan 
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Request for Funds 


General Information 


The Centre for South Asian Studies at the University of Toronto and the University of 
Windsor jointly host the Annual Tamil Studies Conference (TSC). 


This conference brings together Tamil Studies scholars, artists, writers and activists 
from North America, Central America, Europe, South Asia and Australasia. Over 70 
presenters from disciplines and fields ranging from Anthropology, Archaeology, Art 
History, Dance, Diaspora Studies, English, History, Journalism, Literature, Music, 
Religion, Sociology, Theatre Studies, Visual Arts and Women’s Studies present papers 
at the conference. 


Goals of the Conference 


¢ To stimulate the development of Toronto as an important centre for Tamil 
Studies in North America. 

¢ To strengthen the engagement of the Toronto Tamil community with both the 
University of Toronto and the academy of Tamil Studies scholars in North 
America. 

¢ To provide North American scholars with a regular opportunity to present their 
work before their academic colleagues and informed members of the Tamil 
community. 

உ To introduce students in Toronto to the diverse disciplines of Tamil Studies 
and the scholars pursuing them across the globe. 

உ To enable scholars working on Tamil Nadu and Sri Lanka to engage with 
each other’s work and to develop a more comparative approach to the study 
of these Tamil regions. 

உ To make the Tamil Diaspora an important subject of academic study and 
engagement. 


¢ To publish selected conference papers. 
Distribution of Funding 
The primary needs of the conference are the following: 


«* Plenary Lectures: Each year we invite two leading scholars from around the 
world to present lectures that chart new avenues of scholarly investigation. 
The approximate cost of one plenary lecturer is $2,500. 
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«> Scholars and Graduate Students from South Asia: Each year we would 
like to support the participation of 4-6 scholars and graduate students from 
South Asia. The full cost for supporting a scholar is $2,500 and if that is not 
possible we would like to provide a grant of $500 to scholars and graduate 
students from South Asia. 


* Subsidy of Registration Fees: Each year the registration fee is subsidized 
to facilitate the support of community members and students. The estimated 
subsidy for attendees is $1,000 per 25 attendees. 


* Volunteer Support: Each year over 35 volunteers work around the year to 
make the conference a success. The conference organizers intend to provide 
the volunteers with the required training and resources to complete the work 
that they perform with great dedication and commitment. The funds required 
to support each volunteer is $150 a volunteer or $5,250 in total. 


To ensure continued success of the annual conference, the TSC accepts support from 
individuals and organizations within the Greater Toronto Area and also from around the 
world. 


Your donation will make a significant contribution by giving scholars, graduate students 
and diaspora members from various communities the opportunity to participate in the 
conference. 


To facilitate long term planning, we welcome supporters to consider annual 
contributions. 


Administration 


All our funds are received, disbursed and managed by the University of Toronto. All 
queries regarding the accounts should be directed to: 


Ms. Eileen Lam 
Institute Manager and Project Officer 
Asian Institute, Munk Centre for International Affairs, University of Toronto 
Telephone: 416-946-8997 


Email: eileen.lam@utoronto.ca 


The organizers can be contacted at: admin@tamilstudiesconference.ca 
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Donation Opportunities 


Various levels of donor recognition are offered to individuals wishing to make a donation. All 
donors will receive a charitable donation receipt for income tax purposes, issued by the 
University of Toronto. To make a donation, please complete the attached form and submit to 
the University of Toronto, via email to eileen.lam@utoronto.ca or by fax to 416-946-8838. 


Bronze Donors - $250 per year 
உ. Acknowledgement of your support as a Bronze Donor in the TSC brochure and 
website. 


Silver Donors - $500 per year 


உ Acknowledgement of your support as a Silver Donor in the TSC brochure and 
website. 


¢ Official contribution certificate that can be displayed in your office or at home. 
¢ Free Conference registration for 1 individual. 


Gold Donors - $1,000 per year 


உ. Acknowledgement of your support as a Gold Donor in the TSC brochure and 
website. 


¢ Official contribution certificate that can be displayed in your office or at home. 
உ. Free Conference registration for 2 individuals. 

¢ Copy of the publication of Selected Essays from the Conference. 

¢ Invitation to the Opening Reception with scholars and conference organizers. 


Platinum Donors - $2,500 per year 


உ. Acknowledgement of your support as a Platinum Donor in the TSC brochure and 
website. 


¢ Official contribution certificate that can be displayed in your office or at home. 
¢ Free Conference registration for 2 individuals. 

* Copy of the publication of Selected Essays from the Conference. 

* Invitation to the Opening Reception with scholars and conference organizers. 
உ Invitation to University of Toronto’s President’s Circle Lecture Series & Events. 


Diamond Donors - $5,000 per year 


உ Acknowledgement of your support as a Diamond Donor in the TSC brochure and 
website. 


* Official contribution certificate that can be displayed in your office or at home. 
உ. Free Conference registration for 4 individuals. 

* Copy of the publication of Selected Essays from the Conference. 

* Invitation to the Opening Reception with scholars and conference organizers. 
* Invitation to University of Toronto’s President’s Circle Lecture Series & Events. 
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Tamil Studies Conference Annual Pledge Form 


It is with great pleasure that | confirm my intention to donate to the Tamil Studies Conference an 
amount of: 





பீ Bronze Donation $250 
ப்‌ இயம்‌ $500 
பீ Gold Donation $1,000 
ப்‌ =Platinum Donation $2,500 
ப்‌ = Diamond Donation $5,000 
ப Other $ 
Do you require an income tax receipt? பூ Yes 14௦ 
Do you prefer to keep your donation anonymous? U) Yes 014௦ 


For donor recognition and income tax receipt purposes, please provide us with the following 
information: 


Name of Organization or Individual: 








Address: 





City, Province: Postal Code: 





Telephone: Email: 





Name of Signatory (please print): 











Signature Date 


Payments can be made by cheques or credit card. Those who pay by credit card should contact 
Eileen Lam, Tele: 416-946-8997, Email: eileen.lam@utoronto.ca, and state that they wish to 
make a donation to the "Tamil Studies Conference Fund." 


All cheques should be made payable to the “University of Toronto” with a notation in the 
Memo that states "Tamil Studies Conference Fund." Overseas donors should note that 
Canadian banks take several weeks to process cheques and charge a substantial service 
charge, hence, for them credit card payment is preferred. Cheques should be for a minimum of 
$100 and should be mailed to: 


Eileen Lam 
Institute Manager and Project Officer 
Asian Institute at the University of Toronto 
Munk Centre for International Studies 
1 Devonshire Place, Room 226N 
Toronto, ON. M5S 3K7 
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Tamil Studies Conference 2011 Pledge Form 


It is with great pleasure that I/we confirm my/our intention to contribute a total of $ 


to the Tamil Studies Conference 2011. 


Do you require an income tax receipt? பி Yes 1௦ 


Do you prefer to keep your donation anonymous? LU Yes LI No 


For donor recognition and income tax receipt purposes, please provide us with the following 
information: 


Name of Organization or Individual: 








Address: 





City, Province: Postal Code: 








Telephone: Email: 


Name of Signatory (please print): 











Signature Date 


Payments can be made by cheques or credit card. Those who pay by credit card should contact 
Eileen Lam, Tele: 416-946-8997, Email: eileen.lam@utoronto.ca, and state that they wish to 
make a donation to the "Tamil Studies Conference Fund." 


All cheques should be made payable to the “University of Toronto” with a notation in the 
Memo that states "Tamil Studies Conference Fund." Overseas donors should note that 
Canadian banks take several weeks to process cheques and charge a substantial service 
charge, hence, for them credit card payment is preferred. Cheques should be for a minimum of 
$100 and should be mailed to: 


Eileen Lam 
Institute Manager and Project Officer 
Asian Institute at the University of Toronto 
Munk Centre for International Studies 
1 Devonshire Place, Room 226N 
Toronto, ON. M5S 3K7 
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Volunteer with the Conference 


Organizing and hosting this international conference requires the labour of many, and every 
year 20-30 youth volunteers help to conceptualize, plan and then host the conference. They are 
also mentored in acquiring skills and experiences related to organizing these conferences. 


Volunteers play a role in planning and implementing fund raising, website and graphic design, 
community outreach, student outreach, media work, event planning and academic planning. 


Volunteers who work on the conference for more than a year can become members of the 
organizing committee and have a role in all aspects of decision making. In effect, volunteers will 
have the opportunity to learn the skills required to organize an international conference and to 
have a leadership role in this conference team. 


Who are we looking for as volunteers? 
Young students or working adults, starting from High School seniors. 


Please note that you don't have to be Tamil or Know Tamil, and you do not have to be a student 
in the humanities or social sciences, and you can be in full time work. 


The primary requirements are: 


¢ intellectual curiosity about the fields that constitute Tamil Studies. 

* ability to work as a member of a team. 

* responsibility: prompt communication and meeting obligations you commit to. 
* agood sense of humour. 

* professionalism expected of working on an international conference. 


Time commitment: 


Volunteers must be able to contribute 6 hours per month of their time to help plan, coordinate 
and implement various tasks related to the conference. The time commitment will be greater 
around the conference. 


All volunteers are expected to help throughout the full conference programme during 
May 12 — 14, 2011 (tentative). All volunteers must also attend two training sessions on 
two Saturday afternoons preceding the conference. 


Volunteers will have at least one intake interview, sometimes two, and a probationary period of 
at least 3 months 


* attending additional team meetings and training sessions as arranged during the year 


Volunteers will have at least one intake interview, sometimes two, and must pass a probationary 
period of at least 3 months. 


If you are interested in becoming a volunteer for the 2011 conference please fill in the 
application form and submit it to: info@tamilstudiesconference.ca 
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Volunteer Application 2011 


Name 





Affiliation 





(Students should state their institution and field of study. Others should state their field of work 
or organization. ) 


Address 











Email 





Telephone 
(Please note that all the fields above must be completed.) 


Languages you speak 





Why are you interested in the Tamil Studies Conference? (What areas of study interests 
you most or what personal/social/cultural/political interests draw you to the conference) 


Additional questions/comments: 


| have read the expectations and obligations listed and am prepared to work to those standards. 


Name Signature 


Date 
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Friends of the Conference 


Due to the significant growth in the Conference, the Conference organizers and community 
members have developed an avenue of support and engagement by forming the group “Friends 
of the Tamil Studies Conference” (Friends). 


The Friends are an active group of community members from various ages and backgrounds 
who provide practical and creative support to the Conference without becoming full time 
volunteers. Meetings are infrequent, however virtual communication via email and telephone 
are relied upon to share ideas, gather feedback and move forward on action items. 


In 2011, the Friends will be producing a key fundraising event (tentative spring timeframe) for 
which the Group will be searching for volunteers from various backgrounds. 


Who can be a Friend of the Conference? 


உ Any member of the community who is interested in supporting the Conference, and who is 
able to participate in meetings of the Friends in Toronto every 2-3 months. 


Obligations and Commitments 


* Each member determines the form of their support in terms of time, creativity, energy and/or 
resources. Friends can also be financial contributors, although there is no obligation to do 
so. 

உ Aminimum membership or contribution effort for 1 year is required: the Conference year 
begins when the previous conference ends and ends with the following Conference. 


How do Friends help? 


¢ Publicize the Conference. 

* Generate new connections with: media, donors, academic and community organizations. 

உ Help with practical tasks on or around the dates of the Conference: airport pick-ups, hosting 
scholars, purchasing materials, transporting food, etc. 

¢ Put forward ideas, activities and resources that we have not thought of! 


How will the Group work? 


¢ Initiation of ideas, activities and their co-ordination will be done via email and phone calls (if 
needed). 
¢ Friends will primarily work by themselves or in groups they form to carry out their activities. 


Who directs the Friends of the Conference? 


¢ All proposals, initiatives and activities carried out on behalf of the Conference will first be 
approved by the main organizing committee. 

உ Amember of the organizing committee will liaise with the Friends. 

* Amember of the Friends has been designated as a co-ordinator to ensure continuity in 
communications and co-ordination. 


Please note that unlike volunteers, Friends will need to register in order to attend the 
conference unless they are also a significant donor. 
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Friends of the Conference Registration 2010-11 


Name 











Affiliation 





(Students should state their institution and field of study. Others should state their field of work 
or organization.) 


Residential Address 


Email 


Telephone 


Have you attended the Tamil Studies Conference before? YES NO 





If yes, which years? 











How would you like to contribute as a Friend of the Conference? 


ப Help organize fundraising events 


ப) Community and/or Donor outreach 


Practical tasks specific to the Conference itself 














Other, please describe: 





Why are you interested in supporting the Tamil Studies Conference? What personal / 
social / cultural / political interests draw you to the Conference? 
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Tamil Studies Undergraduate Group 


What is it? 


The Tamil Studies Undergraduate Group is an exciting new possibility for those 
interested in participating in Tamil Studies. It was launched in 2009. While inspired by 
the Tamil Studies Conference it is an independent group of undergraduate students 
who wish to actively engage in the various disciplines that constitute Tamil Studies. 


Who can join? 


The group is open to all undergraduate students in universities and colleges in Toronto. 
You do not have to be Tamil or speak Tamil to join this group — just have an interest in 
Tamil Studies and issues that Tamil communities face, both “back home” and in the 
diaspora. Students can be from any discipline or program. We also welcome young 
people who are not in college or university or who have graduated not more than a year 
ago. 


What does the group do? 


The group would have panel discussions on papers presented by students, faculty, or 
community activists, and is intended to stimulate intellectual involvement at the 
undergraduate level, with the possibility of publishing a journal of student work at the 
end of the year. Another feature is a mentorship program to be set up between graduate 
students and undergrads. Other possible events are movie nights, debates, 
coffeehouse discussions, workshops, group outings, exhibitions, other events of 
interest, or any other activities that would help to create a supportive environment for 
undergraduate interest in Tamil Studies. 


What can I do? 


The group needs committed, creative, and enthusiastic individuals to help shape it over 
the upcoming summer months. This invitation is open to any students in universities and 
colleges in Toronto who would be interested in working together to make this happen. 
This is a wonderful opportunity to be involved in organizing at both the academic and 
community level. Please help spread the word about the group. 


Who can I contact? 
To share your ideas or for more information, please e-mail tsundergrad@gmail.com or 


fill out the following form and give it to Angela Britto at the conference or drop it off at 
the registration desk at the Buttery in Larkin Building 
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Tamil Studies Undergraduate Group Registration 


Email: tsundergrad@gmail.com 


Name 


Affiliation 





(Current students should state their educational institution, year of study, and program. Former 
students should state their program, institution, and the number of years/courses completed or 
the year of graduation) 


Address 








Email 








Telephone 


What are your areas of interest in relation to Tamil Studies? 





படபட. ட ப ப ட ஜு 9 ee ட ச பதத வட ட ட ட ட த ட த த னககள்‌ 
ப ர ப ம ப ட ட ப ப ப ப ப பப ப பப ee 
அப ப ப ப ப ப ப ப பப 0 பு ப ல பப அர பக ம அன ப அதத ட ee 


அ பப பபப ப ப ப பப ப ப இடு ர படு ட ர el 


Have you had any previous experience in Tamil Studies (taken a related course, written a 
paper, worked in the community, conducted research etc.)? If so please elaborate. 


பட. ee பரிதி பெடி பம 1 பதிய ee SS SS ee 
அ ட ட ட ட ல ர ப ப ப ப ப ம்‌ ப ப யய வ அ தவம மத டம அ னரா க தளை 


ப ட ட ப. ப ப, பபப ர மு eee இ ரர ரக வடர தன அறவ ட ப ததத அதத ப தத காபா ரா 
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Conference Evaluation Form 


Publicity 


How did you find out about the conference? 


Was the conference well publicized among scholars, students and community members in 


Toronto? Yes / No 
Comments: 
Was it well publicized among scholars in North America and South Asia? Yes / No 
Comments: 


Are there any new methods of publicity that we should pursue? 


Registration 
Was the online registration process easy to complete? Yes / No 


Comments: 


Website 


Was the online website process easy to complete? Yes / No 


Comments: 


Email Correspondence 
Was the pre-conference correspondence with the organizers: 


Clear Yes / No Thorough Yes / No 
Helpful Yes / No Punctual Yes / No 
Comments: 


Conference Programme 
Was the time allocated for each panel and each speaker sufficient? Yes / No 


Comments: 
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Plenary Lectures 
Was sufficient time allocated for the plenary lectures? Yes / No 


Comments: 





Brochure 
15 the brochure clear, easy to follow and helpful? Yes / No 


Comments: 


Organization 


Time 
Did events begin and end reasonably on time? Yes / No 


Information 


Were you given sufficient information you needed during the conference, clearly and when you 
needed it? Yes / No 


Comments: 


Meals 
Were you satisfied with Fri: Breakfast - Yes/No — Lunch - Yes/No Dinner - Yes/No 


Were you satisfied with Sat: Breakfast - Yes/No Lunch - Yes/No Dinner - Yes/No 


Comments: 


Organizers/Volunteers 


Were they able to provide you with the information you needed? Yes / No 
Comments: 
Were they courteous and professional in their conduct? Yes / No 
Comments: 


Other Comments 


TSC 2009 - 80 


Notes 
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Nanda Kandasamy (Geevan) 


All Images for the Tamil Studies Conference 2010 are courtesy of Artists Karuna & Jeevan. 
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